WEEK 5 – PAUL

MONDAY – Stopped in his tracks

[image: ]Romans 8: 31 & 32; 34-39  If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? 34Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Saul’s mission was to silence the followers of Jesus. He truly believed Jesus was a false messiah. Furthermore, He believed everything he did honoured God. Throughout history, terrible things have been done in the name of God. Just one such horrific example is inscribed on the buckle of the Nazi soldiers was “God is with us”.

God noticed, and God reacted. Saul was stopped in his tracks. From his spiritual blindness came physical blindness – forcing a period of reflection and dependence on others. Through time and those whom God sent to him, he gained spiritual insights and his physical sight was restored.

Perhaps God is trying to get your attention through some of your challenges and hardships. Are you being stopped in your tracks so God can transform you? Are you being told to turn around?

Only through the Resurrection of Jesus was Saul transformed, and Paul became the greatest advocate for Christ. Still today, the power of the Resurrection is changing lives. The Resurrection will stop us in our tracks.

It is not through theological arguments and adherence to laws that we win people to Christ – it is love. We don’t have to think alike, to love alike!


[image: ]Prayer: Lord, in Your mercy reveal Yourself to me. Teach me to love, as only You can love. Teach me that through You, no one is against me. Open my eyes to see that I am not better than anyone else. Stop me when I need to be stopped.  AMEN


TUESDAY – Transformed by grace
[image: ]Acts 9: 1-6; 9  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
9 “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” He replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.
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An enemy whom God has made a friend,
A righteous man discounting righteousness,
Last to believe and first for God to send,
He found the fountain in the wilderness.
Thrown to the ground and raised at the same moment,
A prisoner who set his captors free,
A naked man with love his only garment,
A blinded man who helped the world to see,
A Jew who had been perfect in the law,
Blesses the flesh of every other race
And helps them see what the apostles saw;
The glory of the Lord in Jesus’ face.
Strong in his weakness, joyful in his pains,
And bound by love, he freed us from our chains.

If ever there was power in the Resurrection! Chosen by God. Radically changed. God’s unfathomable grace finds the lost, brings the wicked to their knees and works through every weakness of those who love Him.


[image: ]
Prayer: O Lord my God, I fall to my knees in humble adoration. Raise me up to new heights to do Your will and work.  AMEN



WEDNESDAY – Who are you?

[image: ]Acts 26: 15-18  “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’


Paul did not treat his meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus as “just a vision,” an illusion. He believed he’d met the risen Christ just as “really” as any other apostle. It was so significant that Paul told two additional versions of it – Acts 22: 3-16 and 26: 9 - 18.

As I read today’s Scripture, I wish I could hear God’s voice so clearly. To have a back-and-forth conversation in a way that I had clear instructions of what to do and where to go would be ideal! 

The Bible is full of examples where God CLEARLY speaks to His people. But that doesn’t seem to be the norm today. I have reflected on the fact that if I were confronted with a burning bush, I don’t think my first thought would be “Ah, God is trying to tell me something.” It would probably be, I need to get a hosepipe! Are we not hearing God because of our preconceived ideas or plans?

God speaks through intentionally placing people, situations and experiences in our lives. He also speaks through Scripture. There is that meme, “Don’t expect God to speak to you if your Bible is closed!”  We will recognise these experiences as God’s voice when we intentionally open ourselves up to Him.


[image: ]
Prayer: Lord, even when I miss your direction for my life, you don’t give up on me. Thank you for the times when your prompting has moved me to a more positive way of life.  AMEN


Acknowledgements to Gwyn Thomas, Church of the Resurrection, Kansas City



THURSDAY – Only love

[image: ]Galatians 3: 26-29  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.


Paul was emphatic: “Faith working through love,” not ritual purity, was what mattered. 

William Barclay summed up Paul’s words this way: “To Paul all that mattered was faith which works through love. That is another way of saying that the essence of Christianity is not law but a personal relationship to Jesus Christ. The Christian’s faith is founded not on a book but on a person; its dynamic is not obedience to any law but love to Jesus Christ.”  

· What attitudes, choices and actions help you build and maintain your love relationship with Jesus?

The kind of faith the “Judaizers” wanted had strong cultural and ethnic effects that divided people. Paul, himself born in that ethnic group and culture, said, “Now if you belong to Christ, then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the promise.” He rejected gender, economic or ethnic divisions.

· Do you ever struggle to accept believers in Jesus from a different ethnic or denominational background? 

What about our churches? Some members don’t like the worship, others don’t like the leadership. Some say there is not enough formality, others say it is too rigid. Something happens, and we are very quick to judge who and what the problem is.

No rule, no plan, no teaching that doesn’t begin with faith and love will ever connect us with the God who loves us, and the simplicity of following Jesus’ path. Simple. True. (Jennifer Creagar)

[image: ]
Prayer: Lord thank you for Your wide and varied family. Help me to see that I may be as odd as anyone else. Turn the hearts of Your people to You and then to each other in love.  AMEN

Acknowledgements to Gwyn Thomas, Church of the Resurrection, Kansas City
FRIDAY – How far will I go?

[image: ]Acts 20: 22-24  “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.
36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again.


Paul’s faith was unwavering. He lived the Resurrection in every sense of the word. He called out idolatry, corruption and everything that went against the teachings of Jesus. He was loved, hated, supported, spurned and ultimately put to death. But his love for Christ stood firm.

When it comes to your faith, do you have a limit? For the sake of your job, would you do something unethical? Would you deny being a Christian in order to be accepted? Today, in light of the Resurrection, where do you stand?

Paul’s courage to speak the truth is a great example for us. If we stand up for our faith and convictions and follow our conscience, God will honour our faith.

I can just imagine Paul arriving in heaven. The walk of honour was surely like none other, with both God, angels and past saints cheering him on. The procession was probably led by Stephen, because that is the point. No matter what we have done before, it is all about what we do from now on. Perhaps Paul’s parting message and prayer for us is this: ”Find the courage, summon the strength to do the Christ thing, regardless of the cost.” And the Lord will lift you high.

Are you able to?

Praise be to the risen Lord!

[image: ]Prayer: Jesus, thank you for standing by Paul, whose life and writings guide and inspire me. Give me just a small part of his courage and faith to do whatever is set before me.  AMEN
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