
WEEK 2 – MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL 
 

Some of this week’s devotions’ content was obtained from the website of Menlo 
Park Presbyterian Church, USA. https://menlo.church/series/i-didnt-say-that. 
[Accessed 3 November 2022] 

 
MONDAY – What is Paul warning Timothy to avoid and why? 
 

1 Timothy 6: 5, 10a (NIV):  constant friction between men of 
corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think 
that godliness is a means to financial gain. 10For the love of money 

is a root of all kinds of evil. 

 
In South Africa (as elsewhere in 
the world – and in history) we are 
inundated with examples of the 
unsound love of money and 
material gain, such as corruption 
reported on by the (Zondo) 
Commission of Enquiry into State 
Capture.  Indeed, at the time of 
writing there seem to be many 
political factions striving for power 
in order to resume such 
corruption, while ostensibly 
professing to care for the poor.  
Sadly, verse 5 above also reminds 
us that such deeds are sometimes 
committed in the name of the 
Church of Christ. 
 
These examples can lead us to 
agree with the (misquoted) 
statement that ‘Money is the root 
of all evil’, but as always, one must 
not quote some words from the 
Bible out of context.  Note the 
keywords of verse 10 (emphasis 
added): ‘the love of money’ and ‘a 
root of all kinds of evil’.  This is the 

fullness of what Paul is warning 
Timothy about – the wrong 
approach to (lust for) money is 
one of the causes of various kinds 
of evil. 
 
A subdivision of the subject 
Economics is called Monetary 
Economics, which among others 
traces the origins and 
development of ‘money’ from 
earliest times to now, when 
‘money’ is mainly in electronic 
form.  One of the main functions of 
money is to act as a medium of 
exchange, so that we can buy and 
sell goods and services easily 
instead of having to resort to 
‘barter trade’.  Often, the Bible 
refers to money being used in this 
way. 
 
Reflection: 
Would God have allowed such 
developments if money in itself 
was evil from the outset? 

 

Prayer:  Gracious God, please help me to fully understand Your 
Word and warnings about this difficult issue.  AMEN 

  

https://menlo.church/series/i-didnt-say-that


TUESDAY – More about Paul’s warning to Timothy 
 

1 Timothy 6: 9, 10b  People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10Some people, eager 

for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs. 

 
The Bible has many things to say 
about money.  There are many 
warnings in the Scriptures about 
our attitude towards money, but 
there is also a lot of wisdom.  If we 
take this phrase, "Money is the 
root of all evil," out of context and 
add to it some of the other 
warnings and admonitions we find 
in Scripture, it's easy to jump to 
the conclusion that it's better to be 
poor than rich, that it's better to 
have less than more, that a life of 
poverty is more spiritual than a life 
of wealth. 
 
Throughout church history, there 
have been a lot of saints and 
church leaders, like Saint Francis 
and Mother Teresa, who took 
vows of poverty, and we look up to 
them.  Even John Wesley, the 
founder of the Methodist Church, 
struggled with the disparity 
between rich and poor.  His 
excellent sermon about ‘3 simple 
rules for money’ was the result. 

 
In our world today, we can look 
around at the disparity between 
rich and poor, and can become 
very uncomfortable about riches 
and possessions, but the truth is:  
money is morally neutral.  Money 
is God's idea.  Money is what God 
gives to His people.  It's a 
blessing, but the idea that money 
and wealth are evil can still show 
up in our hearts and thinking in 
very dangerous ways. 
 
For instance, have you ever 
resented someone who seems to 
be better off than you?  Have you 
ever had a judgemental thought 
toward somebody who drives a 
really nice car or somebody who 
wears fancy clothing or lives in a 
big house?  How many of us have 
ever held someone like that in 
contempt?  Greed is the greatest 
danger surrounding money. 
(Extracts from Menlo Church, USA) 

 
 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, I start to understand that money is allowed by 
You as an intended blessing, and that I may also be guilty of the 
love of money in ways that I was not aware of.  AMEN 

 

  



WEDNESDAY – More warnings – and God’s different way 
 

Read again Tuesday’s Scripture - 1 Timothy 6: 9, 10b 
 

 
Money can be a superficial means 
to satisfy more foundational aims.  
“Some people want lots of money 
as a way to control their world and 
life.  Such people don’t spend 
much money and live very 
modestly.  They keep it all safely 
saved and invested, so they can 
feel completely secure in the 
world.  Others want money for 
access to social circles and to 
make themselves beautiful and 
attractive.  These people do 
spend money on themselves in 
lavish ways.  Other people want 
money because it gives them so 
much power over others.  In every 
case, money functions as an idol 
and yet … it results in very 
different patterns of behaviour.” 
(Tim Keller in Counterfeit Gods, 
quoted by Menlo Church, USA) 
 
Without really understanding what 
God thinks about money and 
possessions, we can go to 
extremes.  On the one hand, we 
can uphold the gospel of poverty, 
teaching that the way to be truly 

spiritual is to be poor.  On the 
other hand, we can easily promote 
the prosperity gospel, the idea 
that the good life is about using all 
of our money and possessions for 
our own happiness, and God 
wants us to be happy, so if we're 
really good Christians, He'll give 
us more of it.  The prosperity 
gospel is just greed covered under 
the veneer of religion.  The 
poverty gospel can be dangerous, 
too, because there is actually 
nothing ‘holy’ about poverty, and 
no one has somehow become 
better off by becoming poor. 
(Menlo Church, USA) 
 
To discern God’s better way to 
view money, first go back to Paul's 
letter to Timothy and read 1 
Timothy 6: 6-8 (NIV):  But 
godliness with contentment is 
great gain. For we brought nothing 
into the world, and we can take 
nothing out of it. But if we have 
food and clothing, we will be 
content with that. 

 
 

Prayer:  Father, thank you for the time and money that I do have. 
Help me to use my time and resources in a way that reflects Your 
goodness and glory. AMEN 

 

  



THURSDAY – God’s commands for money 
 

1 Timothy 6: 17-18  Command those who are rich in this present 
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. 

 
A trap awaits us: anyone can be 
controlled by the love of money.  
Money is just the tip of the 
iceberg, beneath the surface 
there are likely deeper idols and 
motivations that are at work in our 
hearts.  That's why Paul calls it the 
root of all evil.  How do we escape 
from this trap?  By examining our 
hearts under God’s guidance. 
 
When we understand God gave 
us everything in His Son, Jesus, 
and that He died to make us His 
own, only then will we be able to 
make Him our own.  Only then will 
money cease to be the currency of 
significance and security.  Only 
then will we want to be truly 
generous and bless others with 
what we have received.  The 
power of greed over us will be 
broken. 
 
Our security is not in a bank 
account, it is in God's love and His 
acceptance.  My identity is not 

found in my investment portfolio.  
My identity is found in the fact that 
I'm a child of God.  I don't have to 
be in control of my finances or 
worry about what other people 
think because I know what He 
thinks about me. 
 
What more could we possibly ask 
for in this life?  Faith in Jesus 
changes everything in us, and it 
changes us from the inside out.  
When we accept and understand 
that, money and greed lose their 
power over our lives.  If money is 
your god, it will cost you 
everything to serve it, but if you 
love God and if God is your 
master, you can be free of those 
things like greed and anxiety, and 
be free to love, give and serve.  
You'll be free to do all of those 
things because you will know that 
He already paid the ultimate price 
to have you. 
(Extracts from Menlo Church, USA) 

 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, when I worry about prices and inflation, I am 
humbled by the high price You paid for my life.  May I live according 
to Your ways.  AMEN 

 

  



FRIDAY – God’s commands for money still apply today 
 

1 Timothy 6: 18-19  Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they 
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 

coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 
Paul wanted to steer Timothy 
away from the love of money trap, 
and he told him, "Godliness with 
contentment is great gain."  
Contentment is recognizing that 
we come into this world with 
nothing and everything we have is 
a gift from God.  That is as true 
today as it was then, and our main 
task is to steward everything we 
have.  We must manage the 
resources God has entrusted to 
our care.  Not only does God give 
us what we have, but He also 
blesses us with the abilities and 
the skills and the talents to earn, 
acquire and achieve everything.  
Today our faith should determine 
our attitude toward money and 
possessions more than anything 
else.  (Menlo Church, USA) 
 
I have made the following two 
observations – in modern times, 
the ‘rich’ giving to the poor has 
become associated primarily with 
governments and their 
redistributive tax and other 

systems (e.g. land redistribution).  
Secondly with the work of NGOs.  
Sadly, greed has now harmed 
much of this work through waste, 
mismanagement, corruption and 
theft, and the intended end results 
of caring for the underprivileged 
are not achieved. Will God be 
content if we say “Well, I’ve paid 
my taxes to government (and/or 
made my donations to an NGO) 
and what then happens to it is not 
my responsibility”?  And stand by 
idly while poor and destitute 
people – also God’s children – 
suffer even more? 
 
Or is God calling on us, in the 
same vein as Paul’s warnings to 
Timothy, to speak the truth to 
those in authority, and even more, 
to ‘reinvent’ direct Christian action 
– both individually and as faith 
communities – to ensure that 
money and assets are used to be 
truly ‘rich in good deeds’?  The 
answers seem clear, but God 
entrusts the ‘how’ to His followers. 

 
 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, please give us the courage and insight to also 
lay up Your true treasure for ourselves as a firm foundation for the 
present and coming age.  AMEN 

 


