
WEEK 6 – WISDOM AT WORK 
 
MONDAY – God leads from the front 
 

Genesis 2: 15  And Jehovah God took the man and put him into 
the garden of Eden to work it and keep it."   

 
On the seventh day The Lord 
rested in response to the 
satisfaction of a job well done, 
“and it was very good”, a way of 
ordering the created order. And 
immediately God begins the 
process of onboarding us into that 
order in Genesis 2. God designed 
and destined work for us since the 
beginning. Humans have a co-
labour relationship with the 
Divine, partners with humanity to 
accomplish good works. 
 
Work is blessed for it brings us 
closer to our Creator. This is 
evident throughout the whole of 
Scripture and the great 
commission, and when we 
understand this, we stop just 
managing tasks and we begin to 
recognise the transcendent. We 
have purpose both inside and 
outside our profession. And being 
called into this work isn’t what we 
do but rather how we do it.  

Unfortunately, it was man who 
made the decision to overrule the 
guidance of God and as a result 
we either make work our purpose 
instead of finding purpose in our 
work; a preoccupation with our 
occupation, or we diminish or 
dismiss it as unimportant, treat it 
indifferently, like the caricature of 
the sluggard described in 
Proverbs. Ironically the common 
thread between these two 
extremes is that they are both tied 
to our self-worth. It is our own 
nature that corrupts our calling 
and left to ourselves we define our 
worth by our work.  
 
Therefore, we need to use 
wisdom to react to the work 
example and commission from 
The Lord, to steer between the 
sluggard and inflating it to solely 
important, the narrow path 
between indifference and idolatry. 
(Menlo.Church California) 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, in the Perfect created order that You have 
blessed us with, thank you that You lead by example, You initiate 
and plan ahead, making provision for our sinful nature by the 

ultimate sacrifice on a cruel Roman cross. With the example you set, and in 
using wisdom to fulfil the work commission, is held the hidden blessing of 
walking in Your footsteps, moving closer to You, and blessing others. We 
pray for discernment, wisdom, and perseverance to this high calling. In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  AMEN 

  



TUESDAY – The wise are READY 
 

Proverbs 22: 29  “Show me someone who does a good job, and I 
will show you someone who is better than most and worthy of the 
company of kings."  

 
God designed and destined work 
for us since the very beginning. 
Humans have had a co-labour 
relationship with the divine God, 
who partners with humanity to 
accomplish good works. To be 
ready in work means a 
preparedness to know the task at 
hand. We learn to get better at it. 
We are attentive. We keep our 
skills up to date. We handle 
transitions as adeptly as we can. 
We plan for various scenarios, like 
the covid pandemic forcing some 
to work at home. 
 
By doing so we work honourably. 
 
We also do the simple responsible 
things: we go to bed on time 
because whether we are 
operating heavy machinery or 
creating floral arrangements, we 

work best when we are rested. 
Being ready in this way is not 
exclusively a biblical concept, but 
it is a wise one and that is what we 
are called to do. 
 
The opposite? The caricature of 
the sluggard in Proverbs. He does 
not plough in season. He is 
unprepared and does not care to 
do his job well. He thinks himself 
wise and as a result refuses to be 
motivated. (Menlo.Church 
California) 
 
Consider From Bruce Waltke: 
“Jesus taught that the one who is 
trustworthy in the small matters of 
this world will be entrusted with 
ten cities in his coming kingdom.” 
(Matthew 25: 14-30; Luke 19: 11-
27; cf. John 12: 26). 

 
 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, You have led the way in the divine 
commission of work. You have equipped us to follow in Your perfect 
footsteps and as we come alongside You in the co-labour 

relationship, we seek strength, guidance, wisdom, and perseverance to 
always be ready to do the work excellently, thereby blessing our brothers 
and sisters and bringing glory to Your name. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
AMEN 
 

 
  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+25.14-30&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Luke+19.11-27&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Luke+19.11-27&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=John+12.26&t=NKJV


 
WEDNESDAY – The wise are RESOURCEFUL 
 

Proverbs 28: 19  He who tills his land shall have plenty of bread, 
but he pursuing vanities shall have poverty enough."  

 
God designed and destined work 
for us since the very beginning. 
Humans have had a co-labour 
relationship with the divine God, 
who partners with humanity to 
accomplish good works. We live in 
a resource-dependent society, 
and because of that, it's wise to 
savour those resources well, from 
the money we earn to the time we 
take off. 
 
The reward of work is a harvest. 
The one who tills his land will 
enjoy the harvest that comes, and 
therefore have plenty of bread. “If 
we are not to be lazy in business 
but fervent in spirit, in this world 
and in all its concerns, how much 
more we need to be like this in the 
momentous concerns of eternity!” 
(Bridges)  
 
We acknowledge that in ancient 
culture, provision was divinely 
gifted, and poverty was divine 
punishment and Proverbs reflects 
that view as it does not factor in 

mismanagement, systematic 
issues, discrimination, or hazards 
that may contribute to any 
situation. However, even if you 
find yourself in unfavourable 
circumstances, the premise 
remains: Resourcefulness is a 
wise practice. Personally earn, 
live, give, and professionally 
respect the role you have by 
making good decisions. 
 
Bring a savviness to your position. 
When we understand our divine 
value, we respect the resources 
we have. 
 
The opposite? He who ignores his 
work to have a good time 
(following frivolity) will not enjoy 
the fruit of the harvest. Instead of 
plenty of bread, the lazy, frivolous 
man will have plenty of poverty. 
The Prodigal Son was a fulfilment 
of this (Luke 15:13-17). 
(Menlo.Church California. 
Enduringword.com) 

 
 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that You have blessed us all 
with various and different skills and abilities that make up the body of 
Your Church here on earth, for sharing and blessing others. Guide 

us and enlighten us to use them resourcefully to the Glory of Your Name. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN 
 

  



 
THURSDAY – The wise are REPUTABLE 
 

Proverbs 22: 1  A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches; and loving favour rather than silver or gold."  

 
God designed and destined work 
for us since the very beginning. 
Humans have had a co-labour 
relationship with the divine God, 
who partners with humanity to 
accomplish good works. Wealth 
comes in many forms. The wealth 
of respect and recognised 
excellence in character, a good 
name, is valuable beyond great 
riches. 
 
We may like to tinker around the 
house or even take on a serious 
DIY task for an outstanding issue 
around the home, but when we 
become stuck or realize this could 
be bigger than we can handle, we 
would get a professional in and if 
the person is recommended and 
we have confidence in their skills 
and reputation, we would even be 
willing to pay a premium if needed 
to get the task done. 
 
When it comes to our work, are we 
the same way? How are we 

perceived? Do other people want 
to work with us, can we be 
trusted? Not perfection, but 
principle: we do not work to 
become reputable, but become 
reputable by our work, and in 
doing so we serve as an example 
towards betterment. 
 
There is, however, warning and 
wisdom to consider: “While it is 
true that reputation and the 
affection of others are more 
desirable than great riches, we 
must not forget that they may be 
in themselves vanity and a 
snare…. The only honour that is 
safe is that which comes from 
God” (Bridges).  
 
“Riches are enjoyed but till death 
at utmost; but a good name 
outlives the man and is left behind 
him for a blessing.” (Trapp) 
(Menlo.Church California. 
Enduringword.com) 

 
 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the perfect example that 
You, Jesus lived when You tabernacled with us. Despite all that 
happened, You hold a perfect reputation and a shining example for 

all of us to emulate and we seek the wisdom to build up such a standing to 
all around us as we serve them and bring glory to Your name. In Your 
precious name we pray. AMEN 
 

  



FRIDAY – The wise are RISKY 
 

Proverbs 31: 16  She considers a field, and buys it; with the fruit 
of her hands she plants a vineyard."  

 
Here the virtuous wife is described 
as forward thinking, combining 
her creativity with hard work. She 
thoughtfully invests and uses the 
profits to better her family and 
their future, in this case by 
planting a vineyard. 
 
“She does not restrict herself to 
the bare necessaries of life; she is 
able to procure some of its 
comforts. She plants a vineyard, 
that she may have wine for a 
beverage, for medicine, and for 
sacrifice. This also is procured of 
her own labour.” (Clarke) 
 
God designed and destined work 
for us since the very beginning. 
Humans have had a co-labour 
relationship with the divine God, 
who partners with humanity to 
accomplish good works. Risk here 
carries no negative connotations, 
but this risk is for good, one that 
leverages opportunity over 
inactivity. 

 
This is often misunderstood as a 
biblical principle, but perhaps the 
greatest example of this comes 
from Jesus Himself in the parable 
of the talents. The master puts his 
servants in charge of his goods 
while he is away, they are given 
talents and two put them to work 
and double the investment, the 
last one evokes the wrath of the 
master for his inactivity 
 
We are all given something. 
Risking that talent means bringing 
your mission to the marketplace. 
Idleness or inactivity are not 
rewarded. We choose to live in 
such a way that honours what we 
have been given so that our Giver 
says well done. 
 
Working wisely means we take 
risks for good. 
(Menlo.Church California. 
Enduringword.com) 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that as our Creator You have 
blessed each of us with talents according to Your will and pleasure. 
Big or small, our talents speak out Your Love and Your Glory as we 

use them in accordance with Your will. Grant us the courage to risk that 
talent, put it to work in Your Kingdom, and bring our mission to our brothers 
and sisters.  AMEN 
 


