MONDAY – More than a prayer
James 2:14-26 (NIV) What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if
someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith
save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and
daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm
and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what
good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied
by action, is dead.
Ruth 2:11-12 (NIV) Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you
have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your
husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland
and came to live with a people you did not know before. May the
Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly
rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you
have come to take refuge.”
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Prayer: Help me embrace a faith which changes me and changes
those around me. AMEN

Grace Alone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBaBacWu_bI

TUESDAY – Faith that feeds
James 2: 18-19 (NIV) But someone will say, “You have faith; I
have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show
you my faith by my deeds. You believe that there is one
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
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Prayer: Lord I know that belief is the easy part. Responding to the
call you place on my life is difficult. Help me to know what it means
to live a truly radical Christian life. AMEN

WEDNESDAY – The example of others
James 2: 20-22 (NIV) You foolish person, do you want evidence
that faith without deeds is useless? Was not our father Abraham
considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac
on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.
Hebrews 11: 8-9 (NIV) By faith Abraham, when called to go to a
place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went,
even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he
made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs
with him of the same promise.
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Prayer: May my life tell the story of my faith. AMEN

THURSDAY – Good covers bad
James 2: 25-26 (NIV) In the same way, was not even Rahab the
prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
Luke 10: 33-34 (NIV) But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and
took care of him.
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Prayer: Thank you Lord that you care more about the good in me
than the bad in me. AMEN

FRIDAY – Go and bear much fruit
John 15: 5,8 (NIV) “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me
you can do nothing. … This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.”
Luke 13: 6-8 (NIV) Then He told this parable: “A man had a fig
tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but
did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on
this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use
up the soil?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year,
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If
not, then cut it down.’”
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Prayer: Lord I want to bear much fruit for you. Help me to know how
to care for my faith in a way that empowers me to live as Your
disciple. AMEN

I’m Gonna Work for the Lord:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evPkMP8diGw

