
Small Group Material for week leading from Pentecost Sunday 
23rd May 2021 

 

 
 Hosting/Group Tips: 

• Remember to include an opening icebreaker or “check-in” for 5-10min before starting material 

to get members settled. 

• Send material to members beforehand so everybody can read and write questions/responses 

Prereading, and writing is very helpful as it helps shorten the amount read, giving more 

discussion time. 

• Summarize or highlight specific parts of the texts that you can use to support conversation as 

appose to reading the full thing. 

• Prepare a few additional questions to go along with the ones provided. 

• If members are watching services online or attending, you can use some sermon points to 

flesh out discussion points as well. 

• To make the series more interactive – try allocating each member something to do/read from 

the material e.g., a paragraph here or the opening prayer etc. 

 

 

Introductory Discussion – this past Sunday, using the analogy or mini-story of how going from a 

‘handsaw’ to a ‘chainsaw’ made all the difference in the task of trimming tree branches; Ian spoke 

about the Ephesian disciples and shared a little bit of his nephew Brett’s testimony to help distinguish 

the difference between the Baptism offered by John, and the Baptism offered by Jesus through the 

Holy Spirit. Through the power of the Holy Spirit there is an inward change that happens which ends 

up making all the difference in our outward expression of faith. 

As a group spend a moment sharing your story or testimony of not just repentance but to right living 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Opening Prayer  

Somebody in the group to open in prayer. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Acts 19:1-8 

 

 

 

 



Found disciples (Acts 19:2) 

Luke began his narrative of events at Ephesus by relating a curious story. Paul met some “disciples” 

(that is what Luke calls them) who had been followers of John the Baptist. The group included 12 

men (19:7). It isn’t clear under what circumstances Paul encountered these people. Nor did Luke 

state if or how they were associated with the Christian community in Ephesus. 

These disciples were defective in their knowledge of Christians, when Paul asked whether they had 

received the Holy Spirit, they replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit” (19:2). 

The group was ignorant of the Pentecost event and everything that followed. The fact that these 

people—who were almost certainly Jews—were disciples of John the Baptist and his teachings, and 

had not heard of the Holy Spirit, is puzzling. John had clearly spoken of the Messiah as one who 

would baptize with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16). 

John’s baptism (Acts 19:3-4) 

Paul then went on to ask which baptism they had received. They replied they had received “John’s 

baptism” (19:3), which was a baptism of repentance. Paul told the group that they needed to be 

baptized “in the name of the Lord Jesus” (19:5). Then they would receive the Holy Spirit. Whether 

these “disciples” were resident of Ephesus or had come from somewhere else, how they could be 

regarded as disciples—apparently knowing about Jesus—but not understand baptism nor even hear 

about the Holy Spirit is all rather odd. 

Some commentators feel that when Luke called them “disciples,” he must have meant they were 

disciples of John. This might help explain their ignorance of New Testament baptism, and even the 

Holy Spirit. But Luke called them “disciples” with no qualification whatsoever. One would think that 

if he meant they were disciples of John, he would have said so explicitly. Possibly what Luke meant 

by “disciples” was that they were followers of Christ in the same way that people followed Jesus 

during his ministry. They were not disciples in the fullest sense of the word, since the sign of the 

disciple is one who has received the gift of the Holy Spirit 

Baptized into Jesus’ name (Acts 19:5-7) 

When Paul explained to these former disciples of John the Baptist that they should be baptized into 

Jesus’ name, they readily agreed. By doing so they were putting their faith in Jesus and repenting. 

The reason these individuals were baptized, and apparently Apollos was not, is unclear from Luke’s 

account. Perhaps they still thought of John’s baptism as being fully sufficient. By accepting another 

baptism, these people were saying that they understood the superiority of Jesus to John. They were 

willing to come under the authority of a representative (Paul) of the one body that was correctly 

defined.  

After the former disciples of John were baptized, “Paul placed his hands on them” and they received 

the Holy Spirit (19:6). There is an association, but not a consistent one, between baptism and the 

laying on of hands in the book of Acts. Peter and John did lay hands on the Samaritan converts 

(8:17). This was done in Samaria to make it clear that the despised Samaritans had been accepted 

into the fellowship by the leaders of the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. In Ephesus, too, the laying 

on of hands denoted acceptance. Paul, as a representative of the church, accepted these former 

members of a John-the-Baptist sect. Upon this demonstration of faith, the disciples received the 

Holy Spirit (19:6). As an outward evidence of this, “They spoke in tongues and prophesied” (19:6). As 

the Jews on Pentecost, and as the household of Cornelius, these people received the same gift. 



 

Optional Pause – Who are our modern day “Ephesian disciples”? In what ways is it possible to be a 

“Christian” or “Christ follower” yet not be filled with the Holy Spirit? Maybe in some cases somebody 

may believe themselves to be Christian, yet their actions do not reflect that of the Spirit. 

 

On Sunday we heard of three ways that may help us to constantly seek out the Holy Spirit 

in our own lives:  

First – We remain filled with the Spirit when we begin each day by surrendering afresh to the Holy 

Spirit.   

Every day is unique and comes with its own set of challenges and choices that we may be confronted 

or conflicted with. Therefore, starting the day off by surrendering to the Holy Spirit is so important 

as it enables us to become more aware of God’s work in us and through us. 

Second – We remain filled with the Spirit when we regularly confess when we have blown it and 

turn back to Jesus.   

Guilt at our sin becomes a barrier to the Spirit’s work in us. Like Adam and Eve hiding from 
God in the Garden of Eden, we do not want to be in God’s presence when we’re ashamed of 
our actions. So, we regularly confess, repent, receive God’s grace into our lives, and so find 
ourselves back in that place where we can surrender ourselves afresh to Jesus’ Lordship, 
and invite His Spirit to fill our hearts 
 

Third – We are empowered by the Spirit when we listen for God’s promptings throughout our day 

and obey them. 

There are times when God brings a person to mind. You feel a prompting to call them, to pray for 

them, to send them a WhatsApp, the check in with them. Or you are in a situation or a conversation 

where you would ordinarily not become involved, but there is a welling up within you, a compulsion, 

to say something, to do something, that will bring God’s love and light into that situation.  

We slowly train ourselves in the way of listening to and obeying the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes we get it right, other times we don’t. But often, God sets up divine appointments – 

scripture is full of examples of them, where we are used for God’s glory 

Question – Which of these habits strike you as the most important, or maybe you can share with 

the group which of these you may personally find as difficult to put into practice for some reason e.g., 

you may feel like the Holy Spirit is prompting you to contact somebody, but then you doubt and feel 

like “it’s just in your head” or a “weird coincidence”. 

 

Reflection/Application – For the next 7 days try and practice each of these 3 habits daily and 

reflect on the outcome afterwards – what did you notice, did anything change, how do you feel? 

Below is the chalice prayer which you may find helpful to start the day off with. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer  

Living God, I surrender my life to you today. I acknowledge that only You can transform me. Come, 

Spirit of Jesus, and fill my life. Take your rightful place on the throne of my heart. 

Gracious God, forgive me for my sin. I have wandered away from you. I return to you and trust my 

life to your boundless grace. Fill me once again with your Spirit. 

Lord God, help me to hear the promptings of your Spirit. When I hear you, give me the courage and 

the love to obey. Use me for your Kingdom. Amen 

 


