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Ice Breaker – “Winning the Lottery” 

The task is very simple. 

Each participant will write down what they would do if they 

were to win a Lottery and were given R10 million. 

After 5 minutes compiling their own lists, each person will be 

asked to say to the whole group, what they have chosen they 

would do with the money. 

The 'host' can write down the ideas on a whiteboard and 

start to group the items such as by friends/family, material 

items, travel/holiday and so on. 

 

 

*NB – Please adapt accordingly if your Small Group meets 

online. 

 

 

Ice-Breaker Game Instructions: 

1. Make sure that each person has paper and a pen or pencil. 

2. Explain to everyone that they have to pretend that they 

have just won the lottery and the amount is R10 million. 

3. Inform the participants that they have 5 minutes to write 

down a list of the things they would do with the money. 

Tell them that they can have as many things listed as they so 

wish, but that they have 5 minutes to complete the task. 
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Now allow the participants to get started. Make it clear 

though that there are no right or wrong answers. 

4. After 5 minutes, ask everyone to stop what they are 

writing. 

5. Next, ask each person to say what is on their list and allow 

for discussion to occur if it does so naturally. 

Ask each person to say aloud the items they listed. 

6. If you wish to, as the 'host", stand at a whiteboard as 

people read their list and write the items on the board and 

group them into logical groups that you will find naturally 

evolve according to: 

material items 

friends and family 

travel and luxury 

Some other categories may also emerge 

7. Allow 5 minutes for the group to discuss the list.  

 

Opening Prayer   

Loving Lord, Your Word says that we should be good 

stewards of all that we have been given, and we know that 

includes the way we manage our money and finances too. 

Lord, we dearly want to be a careful steward of all that You 

have given us, for we know that everything we have comes 

from You and we want to be wise with the money that You 

have entrusted to us. 

Give us wisdom in the way that we spend our money, 

honesty in the way that we make our money and 
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discernment to prevent us from making unwise choices, 

especially in the area of giving and spending. 

Thank You Lord. We acknowledge that all things come from 

You and we thank You for Your day-by-day provision. 

Amen. 

 

 Scripture Reading   

• 1 Chronicle 29:10-16 

• Leviticus 25:14-17, 23 

• Psalm 24:1-6 

 

Quote   
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Unpacking 

The God of Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, O Lord, 

is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory 

and the majesty, for all that is in heavens and in the earth is 

yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as 

head above all " (1 Chronicles 29: 10 & 11). 

May we ever praise our Father for His goodness and 

sovereignty as David did. May we also always recognise God 

as owner and ruler of all things, both in heaven and on earth. 

And, may we recognise and give thanks as did David that 

everything even includes the work we do and any 

remuneration that we receive for it.  

And to remember that as we give back to God whether by 

tithing, offering, giving to others (the requirement is ALL 

these categories), to family, friends and charity... it is all from 

God in the first place and that we are giving a fraction back 

compared to all that He gives us. 

We therefore need to be so very aware of what we earn, how 

we earn it and what we do with it. That is, we need to be 

good stewards, good managers of our money and our 

possessions.  

This then also applies to the handling of what we have... in 

the giving and or taking thereof and in the transaction of 

what we sell or what we buy. We live in a world where 

getting as much as we can with giving out or putting out as 

little as possible is the way to go. But we are admonished to 
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not take advantage of each other. We have all done that, we 

all do it probably now still, perhaps not intending any harm, 

we just do it, because that's how we have been taught and is 

what we do. But we need to be sure that we are not being 

unreasonable or unfair. 

If finances, wealth, possessions are a problem from any 

perspective i.e. too much (yes, too much is a problem), 

to little etc. take it to God, to Jesus who guides us to 

change and growth in our attitude to that problem. Often 

what we are guided to may not be the answer that we hope 

for or expected, but it will be way more effective having 

God's answer in our life. Good life does not stem from wealth 

which is opposite to societies standard. Rule out the 

enticements and concentrate on a truly good life living in 

relationship with God. 

"Because there is a fundamental connection between our 

spiritual lives and how we think about and handle money. We 

may try to divorce our faith and our finances, but God sees 

them as inseparable." ~ Randy Alcorn 

 

Questions – Introducing the theme  

Do I / we honour God of all that God entrusts to us (income, 

assets etc.)?  
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Do we see that whatever business we own or wherever we 

may work do in order to earn an income is really the Lord's 

business, that the profit, the income etc. come from Him? 

In your small group discuss this thought amongst yourselves. 

Reread and refer to the Scriptures as you do: 

- Leviticus 25:23 

- Deuteronomy 10:14 

- 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 

   

Exploring (faith, forgiveness, worry, mortality) 

As we reflect, and the encouragement is to reflect on our 

dealings with finances and business, on all that we have spent 

money on and how we have gone about these purchases... 

we need to ask for forgiveness.  

Ask God to forgive occasions when we spent money 

recklessly, foolishly, unnecessarily.  

Ask God to forgive us for our taking advantage of others in 

our management of our money and resources and lets ask 

the Holy Spirit to guide us in all our further handling of such. 

Managing money in difficult and uncertain times is really 

hard. And if given the opportunity one may be tempted to 

take advantage of situations that bring personal gain. Please, 

don't. It is not a godly principal and is in fact a temptation 

presented by Satan in times of trouble and trials... especially 



Rands & Sense 

10 
 

where finances are involved. "Submit yourselves, then to 

God, resist the devil and he shall flee from you", James 4:7. 

God will honour your faithfulness. 

And when faced with such temptations and difficulties, ask 

God for wisdom, "If any of you lacks wisdom, they should ask 

God, who gives generously to all without finding fault). 

Remember, as hard as it is, even when essentials are low or 

even lacking... this too shall pass. What is here on earth is 

fleeting and will pass... our trust in God is eternal and our 

lives in God are eternal. 

So, repent. Looking at Luke 3, we read of 3 different groups 

who ask what they need to do to bear the fruit of 

repentance. John, The Baptist gives 3 answers: 

1. Everyone should share clothes and food with the poor 

(v11) 

2. Tax collectors should not pocket extra money (what is 

your 'tax collector' scenario) (v13) 

3. Soldiers should be content with their wages and not 

extort money vs. 14 (what is your 'soldier' scenario?). 

Repentance is necessary in order to go ahead in stewardship, 

managing and dealings with a clean slate. 

Also, because, what is being given and taken, bought and 

sold, managed and mismanaged is really the Lord's.  
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We need to remember this when functioning in business, in 

budgeting, in managing our income, even, buying goods at 

the grocery store. And lets certainly not forget in our tithing 

and offering to our Lord and His Kingdom. 

And please remember, tithing 10% of our income is the 

minimum... not the maximum. It is a starting point not a limit. 

There are may who can testify that 10% has become 60, 80 

even 95%. Rick Warren (author and pastor) is said to tithe 

90% of his income and lives on 10%. It's important to realise 

that the 90% that we keep belongs to God too. "He does not 

just look at what we give. He also looks at what we keep" ~ 

Randy Alcorn 

Psalm 24:1-6 declares that the earth is the Lord's and 

EVERYTHING in it! We are stewards, caretakers, managers. 

We should not manage it or its resources poorly. Even so we 

should not be over committed to these resources as they 

then becomes an idol. Also, it all passes away at some stage 

anyway. These things are not eternal. Only God is eternal 

A pure heart in context to possessions and money is eternal, 

a pure heart is an honest heart and God loves honesty. If we 

are dishonest, we are unable to have a good relationship with 

God. Being dishonest, is deceiving ourselves and trying to 

deceive God. And when we do that, we are unable to hear 

God when He speaks to us as dishonestly builds a wall 

between us. 
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Question – Digging Deeper  

Discuss the idea of tithing not just being limited to 10% only 

of your income.  

Is it a new thought? Is offering and giving over and above 

tithing a new thought, has it been included in the amount set 

aside for tithing? Are you challenged to consider offering and 

giving over and above your tithing? 

 

Closing challenge 

- If you have been challenged in the area of tithing, offering 

and giving... ask God for wisdom and ask the Holy Spirit as to 

where and how you can make the adjustments accordingly. 

- Spend time this week asking God for guidance as to where 

you are needing forgiveness for mismanaging finances and 

possessions, as He reveals these to you, confess, repent, and 

ask for forgiveness and a clean slate going forward.   

- Daily thank God as David did for all you have remembering 

that it is indeed all from Him.  

 

Closing Prayer  

In two’s share one or two specific thoughts that have stood 

out for you and how it may apply / effect you... pray for each 
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other. (for online, this can be adapted by having a prayer 

partner for the week.)  

 

*Optional – Additional Notes, Scriptures, References  

• Leviticus 25:14-23 also refers to the year of Jubilee.  

This is such an interesting concept, where every 50 years all 

debt was to be cancelled thereby freeing all slaves, returning 

all land to the original owner (prices were therefore not 

based on land but the expected yield of crops in the time left 

before the year of Jubilee). It is said that if this practice was 

followed faithfully there would be a society without 

permanent poverty.  

• Matthew 13:44 

• Luke 12:12-20 - The Parable of the Rich Fool 

• Matthew 19: 16 - 30 The Rich Man 

• Matthew 6:19-21 - Where your Treasure is 

John Wesley: Once a distraught man rode up to John Wesley, 

shouting "Mr. Wesley, something terrible has happened! 

Your house burned to the ground!" Wesley weighed the 

news, them calmly replied, "No, The Lord's house burned to 

the ground. That means one less responsibility for me."  God 

is the owner of all things, and we are simply His stewards. ~ 

Randy Alcorn          
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Could it be that God has raised you up with the financial 

assets He entrusted to you - for just such a time as this? Is it 

more than a coincidence that He has entrusted you with such 

resources just at this point in history when an unparalleled 

number of people have such great needs and there are 

unprecedented means and opportunities to help them? 

"And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for 

such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14 ESV) 

Please note that although in the context of these notes the question 

is related to finances and possessions, we are mindful that it may be 

that some may just not have those in any large scale, the question 

however still pertains to what you DO have, no matter how much or 

little or big or small. Keeping in mind the poor widow who gave two 

small copper coins (Mark 12:41-44) 
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Sermon Notes: Sunday 06th of June 
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Ice Breaker – “It's My Money” 

*NB – Please adapt accordingly if your Small Group meets 

online. 

A silent auction, where everyone is given one "hundred 

dollars" (use monopoly money or printouts of pretend 

money, to bid on what they want the most. 

Break up into small groups of about four or five. Give each 

person a copy of the "It's My Money" handout (last page). 

Each person will silently spend R100 any way they wish to bid 

on the items listed. The object is to place the most money on 

the item or items that mean the most to them. However, 

some items of lesser importance to everyone in the group 

may be able to be purchased for a Rand, so bid smartly. 

 

Once everyone in the group has placed their bids, together 

find out who is the highest bidder for each item. Also discuss 

why that item was so important to the successful bidder. 
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ITEMS UP FOR BID 

_____ Four front row tickets to that concert of a lifetime 

_____ A new ride, sleek, fast, hot and sure to impress 

_____ A closet full of the latest fashions, all a perfect fit 

_____ Two weeks for you and a guest at an all-inclusive 

private beach resort 

_____ An all-expense paid night on the town with limo, 

music, dinner, dancing, & fun 

_____ Brand new iPhone and all the accessories 

_____ Full 2-year scholarship to the university of your choice 

- no strings attached 

_____ A new made-to-order laptop with all the bells and 

whistles 

_____ 1-year free rent at an exclusive apartment village 

_____ A free movie rental / download pass that is good for 

life and with no limits  

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. To the successful bidder, why was that item so important 

to you? 
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2. If someone gave you the money needed, what would you 

go out and buy right now? Why? 

Opening Prayer   

Dear Heavenly Father, help us to be grateful for what we 

have, to remember that we don’t need most of what we 

want, and that joy is found in simplicity and generosity. 

Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading   

• 1 Timothy 6:6-12 

• Phil 4:10-13 

 

Quote   
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Unpacking,  

Godliness and contentment is great gain. We brought nothing 

into the world with us and we will take nothing out of the 

world when we leave. (1 Timothy 6:6-12).  

A master in writing scary stories he may be, stories that we 

should not really be spending our precious time on, especially 

as stewards of the time that God gives us... there is some 

truth to this quotation from Stephen King, author of many 

horror novels which have over many years become successful 

international box office movies, bringing in millions of dollars 

to him. Having been in a terrible accident when hit by a van 

while walking along the side of a road said, he is quoted, 

"Should you give away what you have? Of course, you should. 

I want you to consider making your lives one long gift to 

others and why not. All you have is on loan, anyway. All you 

want to get at the getting place, from the Masarati you may 

dream about to the retirement fund that some broker will try 

to sell you on, none of that is real. All that lasts is what you 

pass on. The rest is smoke and mirrors."    

All very good advice from someone who probably only has 

ever opened a Bible... maybe, probably not though as 

research. In fact, the advice is quite Scriptural looking at the 

above Scripture. We take nothing with us when we go. Yet 

we struggle and strain daily to accumulate "stuff"... which 

most often does not last much longer than the latest greatest 

new addition of that "stuff" being launched. And thereby ... 

The 'want' to want to get rich and have the best most often 
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leads us to fall into temptation, get trapped, make us foolish 

and bring about harmful, desires.  

Remembering that, "The love of money is the root of all kinds 

of evil" and "craving money have caused people to wander 

from the true faith and pierced themselves with many 

sorrows. 

We should rather aim for simple lives of contentment with 

what we have. We should rather pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Rather fight 

the good fight of faith and take hold of eternal life. 

And then what about our needs? Well, as we focus on God, 

growing spiritually and being fulfilled spiritually, honouring 

Him and keeping Him at the centre of our lives, letting Him 

know our needs (not greed's) and desires, and being content, 

we will find ourselves being content with what He gives us 

and what we have.  

Craving riches gets us caught in an endless cycle which has in 

many cases lead us / others to destruction and ruin. We need 

to distinguish between needs and wants as we all have needs 

but its the that which cause the most anxiety and discontent. 

Greed leads to problems. Have active faith when it comes to 

your needs, obey with courage when it comes to the 

principles of money and stewardship in the Bible and do what 

is right. 

And then there is being content even in need, drawing on 

Christ's power for strength. Learn to rely on God's promises. 
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And the "the want for more?" ... ask God to remove those 

unnecessary desires and to teach contentment in every 

circumstances. He will supply all our needs... in a way that is 

best for us. And we can trust in His understanding for the 

Best for Us. Who knows better than the living, loving God 

that created us. He who knit us together in our mother's 

womb (Psalm 139:13). He who sent His son, who though was 

rich, became poor for us (2 Corinthians 8:9). He who sent His 

son, who gave himself to give us life to live in abundance 

(John 10:10). Does that mean an abundance of money and 

possessions, no, not necessarily unless it is specifically for His 

will and purpose, but certainly an abundance of everything 

we need emotionally, physically, spiritually, and yes even in 

material and possession terms. 

Let us see life from God's point of view. Let us focus on doing, 

not having. Be grateful for all that God has given (not just in 

provisions). Detach from non-essentials and concentrate on 

the eternal. Realise that the desires for more most often are 

a longing to fill an empty space of some sort... Christ and His 

grace is sufficient. (2 Corinthians 12:9, 2 Peter 1:3) 

Jesus commands us to not worry. 

Only faith frees us from anxiety caused by greed and 

covetousness. 

We should plan responsibly and not dwell unnecessarily on 

the things that could go wrong. Worry is pointless and can’t 

fulfill needs. Our Creator loves us and knows our needs and 

will provide accordingly.  
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Make Jesus Lord and King of our life, let Him control every 

area of our life, He wants to provide for us, He wants us to let 

him help us and He wants to guide us as to how to best use 

what He provides for us... we just need to surrender and trust 

that He has our best interests in His heart. 

Money seen as an end in itself cuts us off from God and the 

needy. The key to using money wisely is to see how much we 

can use for God's purposes... not how much to accumulate 

for ourselves.  

Our money + helping others = storing lasting treasure in 

heaven. 

Financial god's and possessions hinder our giving generously, 

loving others and serving God... to put this into perspective... 

sell what you have. 

If we concentrate our money in our business, our thoughts 

will centre on making the business profitable. If to other 

people, you will be concerned with their well-being. 

 

Questions – Introducing the theme 

- Where do you put time, money, and energy?  

- How should you change how you use your resources in 

order to reflect kingdom values more accurately? 

Discuss these questions in your small group. 
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Exploring (faith, forgiveness, worry, mortality)  

My family and I gave up a home, our possessions, our car, our 

monthly, subsidy at a really good private school for our 

children, our salaries, our everything a year and a half ago to 

take on a life of full-time mission work. We have been living 

entirely in faith and can honestly say that as we focus our 

existence and work entirely on God, His glory and honor, He 

provides. He provides all our needs. It is indeed a bit nail 

bighting at times but He never ever fails us. He comes 

through every time. We don't get it right from our side all the 

time, I have meltdowns about how it all is going to work out, 

but then I repent, ask for forgiveness and refocus on a an 

almighty God that looks after, protects and provides. 

I was hugely encouraged in this way of living just recently in a 

teaching about our Lord's Prayer, specifically the part about 

asking God to give us our daily bread. Rev Graham Mercer 

shared the following from Ray Prichard, The 4 steps of Daily 

Bread Living: 

1. Give gratitude to God for all blessings 

2. Have contentment for all that God has provided. (needs 

not greed's) Proverbs 30:7-9 

3. Have confidence that God will take care of all of our 

needs 

4. Generosity toward those who are in need. 
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Rev Mercer calls us to note that the prayer says, "give us this 

day our daily bread". It is never just about me... it is our, it is 

us. We need to look out for others (more about this in next 

week’s notes).  

Living simply is a trait of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

St Francis was known as one of the people who most 

patterned his life after that of Christ’s. It was his joy to follow 

the poor and humble Christ. Francis was known to practice 

the virtue very intentionally. He owned no property, lived 

very simply, begged for his food, lived among, and cared for 

those who were ostracized from society. He treasured 

simplicity and guarded it carefully because he wanted 

nothing to get in the way of the greatest possession of all – 

God. 

Even though we are not called to follow his example to that 

extent, we, too, should never forget that God is and will 

always be our greatest possession. 

Francis spent his life serving others after the example of 

Jesus, who said: “I have come to serve, not to be served.” 

(Mark 10:45). He freely gave to those in need from whatever 

he had. 

As Jesus called on the law student to Go and do Likewise 

(with regard to reaching out to our neighbours Luke 10:37) ... 

certainly the call would be the same in terms of living the 

simplistic life as He did and so too reaching out to those in 

need with the gift of your resources, time and love. 
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This is very important too when it comes to our earth. "The 

earth is the Lord's and everything in it"... literally pertains to 

everything. We have been very negligent in how we look 

after our world. We have damaged it, we have abused its 

natural resources and just not managed what God has given 

to us manage well at all. It is very sad, especially as we read in 

the Scriptures, the accounts of Creation when our Creator 

looks at all He made and says 'it is good' after the completion 

after each individually and as a whole. There is joy, pride 

(good pride), a sense of achievement. His love for and 

ownership of His creation is dramatically and beautifully 

outlined in Job 38. 

The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it. He gave us charge 

over it and we have failed dismally. As we seek to live simply 

let us also make every effort to live sustainable. It is not hard 

and there is enough information to find out how. Let us just 

start, even if it is one activity in that direction at a time. We 

have to, for ourselves, for our children, for our awesome God 

who created it all.  

And may He forgive us for all that we have done to His 

beautiful world. 

 

Question – Digging Deeper  

Read 2 Corinthians 8:15 (see different versions)  

In being called to live a simple life, one could ask of the Lord, 

"Would it honour You if I determined a basic level of income 



Rands & Sense 

26 
 

and assets sufficient to live on, then simply gave whatever 

You provide beyond that? In the process, would You teach 

me to be more grateful and more content?" 

Is this a prayer you could pray and a commitment you could 

make? Prayerfully discuss this in your group. Honour each 

other’s thoughts as it is not a decision one would make in a 

moment (although the Holy Spirit has been known to lay such 

or other challenging convictions on people’s hearts) ... 

remembering though that all things are possible through 

Christ.   

   

Closing challenge  

- Pray for each other in response to the above discussion 

- This week, daily think about and pray about how you can 

simplify your life and even how you can give of your 

resources to do so... this to the honour of our God, whose 

grace is sufficient. 

- Take on one activity, or one new activity (if you are already 

in the habit of trying to live a more sustainable, 

environmentally friendly life) this week that in time will make 

a positive impact on our environment.  
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Closing Prayer  

In two’s share one or two specific thoughts that have stood 

out for you and how it may apply / effect you... pray for each 

other.  

Amen  

   

*Optional – Additional Notes, Scriptures, References  

• 2 Corinthians 8:14-15 Not too much, not too little 

• "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 

what he cannot loose." ~ Jim Elliot 

• I have held many things in my hands and I have lost 

them all. But whatever I have placed in God's hands, that I 

still possess." ~ Martin Luther  

• "Money never stays with me. It would burn me if it 

did. I throw it out of my hands as soon as possible, lest it 

should find it's way into my heart." ~ John Wesley 

• 1 Corinthians 4:2 - It is required of us that we prove 

faithful 

Luther said, "Everything I've kept, I've lost but all that I've 

given to God, I still possess", does that mean all we own is 

worthless? This then also in light of A.W. Tozer's quote, 'Any 

temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth; 
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whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with 

immortality."      

Give thought and discuss as a group. Pray for the 

understanding of the Holy Spirit. 
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Sermon Notes: Sunday 13th of June 
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Ice Breaker – “Show and Tell” 

Revealing what is valuable and why 

*NB this can still be done online just show over camera or 

explain item. 

Ask your Small Group Members in advance to bring a really 

special, valuable item with them to the small group gathering 

this week. 

Share - Take turns sharing your item and the story or personal 

meaning behind it. 

How difficult would it be to be asked to give this item away?  

 

Opening Prayer   

Eternal Word, only begotten Son of God, 

Teach us true generosity. 

Teach us to serve you as you deserve. 

To give without counting the cost, 

To fight heedless of wounds, 

To labour without seeking rest, 
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To sacrifice ourselves without thought of any reward 

Save the knowledge that we have done your will. 

Amen 

St. Ignatius of Loyola 

  

Scripture Reading   

• Deuteronomy 24:19-22 

• Leviticus 23:22 

• Luke 12:13-34 

 

Quote   
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Unpacking 

The poor, the travellers, the strangers are all people that are 

close to God's heart and who He calls us to look after. We are 

called keep, to save some of what we earn, make, have, and 

share it with them.  

In the Old Testament, God told His people to treat the poor 

with justice. We are also not to judge the poor as they are in 

the situation because of some circumstance. They are very 

likely in the situation they are because of an injustice or as a 

result of being oppressed. God says, do all you can to help the 

needy. God's law gave the poor every opportunity to better 

their situation and gave humane options for those who could 

not. God wants us to treat them fairly, to do our part for their 

needs to be met. No one is excluded from this call. 

 

Leviticus gives law that the edges of fields baring crops of 

food be left for the poor to come and collect, to glean, that 

they may eat. 

The concept of tithing and giving was mentioned in week 

one, Steward: the cost of living.  

We saw that tithing is not limited to 10% and that we would 

in fact benefit by sharing more than that with those in need. 

We do not, or rather may not have crops that we can leave 

that which fell to the ground for the poor, but certainly as we 

give more and receive more ... well... we can give more. 

Simple. 
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Randy Alcorn says the following, " We are not getting it when 

it comes to the subject of financial giving, Jesus addressed it 

repeatedly approximately 50% of everything he said had to 

do with the stewardship, with the management, including the 

giving of financial assets, money and possessions".  

We need to guard against greed, our lives do not exist out of 

our abundance.  

Our financial excess or any other excess is for giving, it is the 

extra that was gleaned by the poor. 

We are not to store excess riches but rather focus on being 

rich to God. Have the correct attitude towards wealth. Life is 

so much more than having materials. What is more important 

is our relationship with God.  

You can have everything in the world and still be the loneliest 

man. And that is the most bitter type of loneliness, success 

has brought me world idolisation and millions of pounds. But 

it's prevented me from having the one thing we all need: A 

loving, ongoing relationship. ~ Freddie Mercury  

What is more important is our relationship with God... and 

with others, not just our close loved ones, but those that 

Jesus especially had a heart for and reached out to... the lost, 

the poor, the stranger, the alien. Our tithing, offering and 

giving should be to them, but so too our excess and more so 

our love and capacity for relationship with them. 
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Planning life before death is wise... not planning life after 

death is disastrous. Accumulating only for yourself with no 

concern for others makes no sense, Jesus' challenge is to 

think beyond earthly goals, use what you are given for God's 

kingdom. Faith, service, obedience ... these are ways to 

become rich toward and in God. 

 

Questions – Introducing the theme 

Discuss the following -  

- Where do you put time, money and energy? 

- How should you change how you use your resources in 

order to reflect kingdom values more accurately? 

 

Exploring (faith, forgiveness, worry, mortality)  

Proverbs 11:25 A generous person will prosper; whoever 

refreshes others will be refreshed. 

But how... we are living in such uncertain times? How am I 

supposed to give when I do not even have enough for myself 

and family, never mind being called to give out of my excess? 

 

Jesus commands us to not worry. 
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Only faith frees us from anxiety. 

We should plan responsibly, give graciously and not dwell 

(certainly not unnecessarily) on the things that could go 

wrong. Worry is pointless and cant fulfill needs. Our Creator 

loves us and knows our needs and will provide accordingly.  

Make Jesus Lord and King of our life, let Him control every 

area of our life, He wants to provide for us, He wants us to let 

him help us and He wants to guide us as to how to best use 

what He provides for us... we just need to surrender and trust 

that He has our best interests in His heart... because He 

does... He does! 

Money seen as an end in itself cuts us off from God and the 

needy. The key to using money wisely is to see how much we 

can use for God's purposes... not how much to accumulate 

for ourselves.  

Our money + helping others = storing lasting treasure in 

heaven. 

Financial god's and possessions hinder our giving generously, 

loving others and serving God... to put this into perspective... 

sell what you have.  

If we concentrate only on our money, our thoughts will 

centre on making money. If we concentrate on others, we 

will be concerned with their well-being. 
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~ Giving should start with your local Bible-believing, Christ-

centered church, the spiritual community to which you are 

accountable (Galatians 6:6, 1 Corinthians 9:9-12). Beyond 

that you can generously support worthy missions and 

ministries. ~ Randy Alcorn. ~ 

 

Questions – Digging Deeper  

Take some time to think through the following thought: " If I 

were to make a list of all the assets (big or small) that God 

has entrusted to me and ask what He wants me to give away, 

is there anything - house, car, real estate, retirement funds, 

bank accounts - that I am leaving off the list or treating as 

untouchable?  

Am I acting as if not everything belongs to God, but only the 

leftovers. Am i really putting everything on the table and 

asking God what He wants me to do with it? Am I really 

trusting in Him that if I give it away, I will still have or receive 

what I need? 

During this time also read the following Scriptures and those 

in the texts above: 

- Psalm 24:1 

- Psalm 50:12 

- Haggai 2:8 
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Share your thoughts with each other coming out of the time 

of reflection. 

   

Closing challenge 

• Do you as small group support with time and activity 

and / or give to a person in need / church outreach ministry / 

community outreach organisation / missionary.  

- if you do... discuss the possibility of doing / giving more 

- if not ... now is a really good time to discuss doing so 

 AND 

• As an individual, couple, or family... discuss the same.  

   

Closing Prayer  

In two’s share one or two specific thoughts that have stood 

out for you and how it may apply / effect you... pray for each 

other.  

 

*Optional – Additional Notes, Scriptures, References  

• 2 Corinthians 8:2 - their extreme joy... welled up in 

rich generosity  

• 2 Corinthians 9:7 - God loves a cheerful giver 
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• "Our giving is a reflexive response to the grace of God 

in our lives. It does not come out of our altruism or 

philanthropy - it comes out of the transforming work of Christ 

in us. This grace is the action; our giving is the reaction." ~ 

Randy Alcorn  

• Proverbs 21:13  

• Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you 

Many quotes and thoughts came with thanks from a 

recommended book, The Treasure Principle, Unlocking the 

Secret of Joyful Giving by Randy Alcorn.  

In most places around the world, we would be regarded as 

extremely wealthy (even if in the lower or middle financial 

bracket). Has God put so much into our hands because He 

has blessed us with the gift of giving and wants us to learn to 

use the gift to His glory. Have we been missing out on 

blessing and joy by not exercising this gift? 

 

Read, meditate, and pray through: 

- Romans 12:5-8 

- 2 Corinthians 9:7  

- Galatians 6:9 
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