
  



Much of this week’s devotions was summarised and paraphrased from: 
Embracing the Uncertain, Magrey R. de Vega, 2017. 
Embracing the Uncertain. 40 Devotions for Unsteady Times, Magrey R de 
Vega,2017. 

 
 
 

MONDAY – A desire to really see Jesus 
 

Read Luke 19: 1-10 
Verse 2-4: A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus 
was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see Him, since 
Jesus was coming that way. 

 
 Zacchaeus, a tax collector who 
made a career out of cheating 
people, came to the blessed 
realisation that his corrupt ways 
did not constitute the most holy 
life. 
 
Let’s pause to ask a basic 
question about this story: what 
exactly was Zacchaeus thinking 
when he climbed up that tree? We 
don’t really know, although we 
know a lot about him – Luke 
provides us with a concise CV of 
Zacchaeus. We know his name, 
which is already more than many 
people Jesus encountered. We 
also know his occupation, and 
through that, his reputation. As a 
tax collector for Rome, he not only 
made a lot of money for himself as 
well, but he also made it at the 
expense of the poor and in service 

to the dreaded oppressors of the 
Jewish people. This all made him 
a very unpopular person. 
 
Furthermore, we know he was 
short, which is important only to 
understand why he wanted to get 
to a higher position in order to see 
Jesus. (If you visit Jericho in Israel 
now, you can see a very old tree 
thought to be the one that 
Zacchaeus climbed into – or a 
similar one.) But we still do not 
know exactly why he was so keen 
to see Jesus. 
 
We can and should speculate. 
Whenever the Scriptures leave a 
gap like this, it is often the Spirit’s 
way of inviting us to insert our own 
lives into the story, to consider the 
reasons why any of us would want 
to see Jesus. 

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, may I, too, have the desire - and know the 
reasons why I want to see and know Jesus. We are grateful for the 
many ‘trees’ You provide for us to do so.  AMEN 

  



TUESDAY – To see – or not to see - Jesus? 
 

Read Luke 18: 35-43. 
Verse 40 & 41 ….Jesus asked, “What do you want Me to do for 
you?” “Lord, I want to see” he replied. 

 
Consider further Zacchaeus’ 
possible reasons: 

• Maybe he was searching for 
meaning and purpose in his 
life, just like many of us do. 

• He may have been overcome 
by guilt or shame for his past 
misdeeds, like many of us are. 

• Or maybe he was just curious 
to see the man he had heard 
so much about, just like we are 
caught up in a celebrity-
obsessed culture. 
 

We don’t know for sure, but 
maybe Luke gives us an indication 
in the story that occurred just 
before this one (today’s reading). 
As Jesus was travelling to Jericho, 
he met a blind man. Just like the 
Zacchaeus story, Jesus was 
simply passing by. The Jesus in 
Luke’s gospel is always on the 
move, and it is up to those He 
encounters to keep up, search for 
Him and attract His attention. 

However, for both the blind man 
and Zacchaeus, there was a 
physical limitation to seeing 
Jesus. The former was blind, and 
the latter short.  
 
Let’s realise that blindness is often 
the Bible’s way of also describing 
a person’s spiritual condition. 
Jesus once described it as follows 
Matthew 13: 13 ‘Therefore I 
speak to them in parables, 
because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor 
do they understand’. Biblically 
speaking, sight is not just the use 
of one of our physical senses. The 
Greek verb for seeing contains 
facets of perceiving, knowing and 
understanding. 
 
The blind man needed help to see 
Jesus physically, but Zacchaeus 
needed help to see Jesus in the 
spiritual sense – to really know 
Jesus. 

 
 

Prayer:  Almighty God grant me the desire to want to see You, by 
really knowing and understanding You.  AMEN 
 

  



WEDNESDAY – A desire to know Jesus better 
 

Philippians 3: 10-11 I want to know Christ and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, 
becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

 
The burning desire to know Jesus, 
to understand Jesus, and to 
become connected to Jesus was 
Zacchaeus’ real motive deep in 
his soul. He didn’t just want to 
physically see Him or want a 
favour from Him (prosperity 
gospel). He wanted to know who 
this man was and was going to do 
anything to search for and find 
Him. 
 
Is this desire limited to only those 
who currently are sinners and/or 
have a scant knowledge of God? 
No! Note in the reading above 
how Paul, a champion of true faith 
and the early Christian church, 
also saying that he did not know 
Jesus quite the way he wanted to. 
Strange as this may sound, it is 
also quite liberating. Paul, just like 

the blind man and Zacchaeus, 
gives us a ‘green light’ to 
acknowledge the uncertainty and 
tentative feelings we have when it 
comes to knowing and following 
Jesus. 
 
Possibly the key to faith is not 
being certain but allowing faith 
to begin where certainty ends. 
So, maybe it’s okay to embrace 
the uncertain – to say, like Paul 
did, “I want to really know Jesus”. 
 
Then comes a blessed 
reassurance: as soon as 
Zacchaeus had climbed the tree 
up to his chosen spot, he 
immediately realised something. 
He noticed that just as he was 
trying to see Jesus … Jesus was 
already looking at him! 

 
 

Prayer:  Lord help me to realise that, as hard as I may try to know 
You better, Jesus and Your Spirit are already waiting to guide me. 
AMEN 

 

  



THURSDAY – The grace that goes before us 
 

Despite all the efforts that the blind man and Zacchaeus each 
made to seek Jesus out, Jesus was already there for them. He 
said to the blind man Luke 18: 41: ‘What do you want me to do for 
you?’ He said to Zaccheus Luke 19: 5: ‘Zaccheus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ 

 
In both cases, it’s as if Jesus was 
saying: ‘While you’ve been trying 
to find me, I have had my eye on 
you, and I am here to help.’ 
 
John Wesley was so impressed 
by this idea that God is the one 
who searches us out, rather than 
the other way around, that he 
developed an important 
contribution to theology called 
prevenient grace. “It is the grace 
that goes before us, before we are 
even able to recognize it or 
understand it, which has been at 
work in our lives since the moment 
we were born. It is … always on 
the move, always luring us, 
wooing us, searching for us, and 

drawing near to us.” (Magrey R. 
de Vega) 
 
We warm to the part of the story 
where Zacchaeus repents and 
embarks on what nowadays is 
known as ‘restorative justice’. (We 
probably hope and pray that those 
guilty of corruption and theft in 
South Africa today would all 
experience a similar change of 
heart.) That is the fruit of the 
encounter.  
 
However, remember that Jesus 
not only noticed him, but had 
drawn near to him, and took the 
initiative to develop a relationship 
with Zacchaeus on his own terms. 

 
 
 

Prayer: Dear God, I stand in awe of Your prevenient grace, also for 
me. May I, like Zacchaeus, not only seek You, but see and hear 
You already reaching out to me.  AMEN. 
 

  



FRIDAY – “Get out of that tree!” 
 

Revisit this week’s Scripture passages, looking through the 
‘lens’ of prevenient grace. 
 

 
Zacchaeus may have wanted to 
see Jesus, but the power of this 
story is that he was seen by 
Jesus. What Jesus saw in him 
was a man ready to be changed. 
Zacchaeus had been struggling 
with his burdens for so long that 
as soon as Jesus saw him, he was 
prepared to do whatever it took to 
be someone other than what he 
was until then: an unethical cheat. 
 
When Jesus looked at him with 
kindness and compassion, 
Zacchaeus knew that the time for 
repentance and transformation 
had arrived. No more delay; no 
reason to wait. Nothing would get 
better unless he responded to 
Jesus’ invitation. 
 
Get down out that tree, 
Zacchaeus, your time has come. 

He became a changed man by the 
power of God, revealed in Jesus. 
For him, seeing Jesus – and being 
seen by Jesus – was the chance 
at a fresh, new start. Just like it 
can be for you and me. 
 
Jesus is calling you and me out of 
our trees. God is inviting you to 
come down so that you can be 
lifted up. Jesus is calling you into 
a fresh awareness of God’s love 
for you and the fact that God has 
been searching for you, watching 
you, long before you realised it. 
 
On the front of earthly riches that 
Zacchaeus once loved: he 
discovered that being rich by the 
world’s standards is nothing 
compared to being rich with the 
love of God. 

 
 

Prayer:  Dear God, please help me through Your Grace to not only 
acknowledge and get out of my wrongful comfort zones, but to 
always remember that it is a journey with YOU and not just a 
destination.  AMEN 
 


