
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 3 

The Crowd and Uncertainty of Worry 

Hosting/Group Tips: 

• Remember to include an opening icebreaker or “check-in” for 5-10min before starting material to 

get members settled. 

• Send material to members beforehand so everybody can read and write questions/responses 

Prereading and writing is very helpful as it helps shorten the amount read, giving more discussion 

time. 

• Summarize or highlight specific parts of the texts that you can use to support conversation as 

appose to reading the full thing. 

• Prepare a few additional questions to go along with the ones provided. 

• If members are watching services online or attending, you can use some sermon points to flesh 

out discussion points as well. 

• To make the series more interactive – try allocating each member something to do/read from the 

material e.g., a paragraph here or the opening prayer etc. 

 

Question 1 – Discussion   

Imagine this: A soccer player, during a tense match is tackled very hard and his leg is broken. He feels no 

pain and gets up to continue playing, with the broken leg. What will happen to the leg? I guess we all know 

that running around with a broken leg will cause more damage until it becomes literally useless. What 

would cause the injured player to stop participating in the game? Pain. We might agree then that the pain 

an injured soccer player experiences is a signal for him to stop in order to prevent more damage to his 

leg. Pain is bad at the best of times, no one desires to experience any form of pain, but to some extent 

pain has its uses – we might even want to call this “good pain”. Can we say the same about worry?  

 

Is there anything such as “good worrying” or “bad worrying”? 

 

Opening Prayer 

O God, creator of all things, your guiding and protecting hand is upon all that you made, your watchful 

eye is upon all that you love, and your grace is given in abundance to all for whom you care. Grant us the 

assurance of your presence in all circumstances of our life, even as we navigate through uncertain and 

difficult times. There is no need that you will not meet, no emptiness that you will not fill with abundance, 

no darkness that you will not dispel with your light. Hear us gracious God as we bring to you the cares and 

concerns of all your creatures. Look especially with kindness upon those who cry for help, for you alone 
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are able to satisfy their deepest desires and needs. Give us courage to be your hands, your feet, and your 

words, to be present among those who suffer, that as they cast their burdens on you, so will may we be 

instruments of your love and care.i Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading 

Luke 12:1 – 34 

 

Unpacking the Scripture Passage  

Verses 1 – 11 

It was a mad crowd. Pushing and jostling, shouting and stomping feet, “trampling on one another” (v.1a), 

the noise and the dust; thousands of them. In the midst of all this, Jesus turns his focus on his disciples, 

he seems to shut out the crowd, and speaks to them. How different this is from the moment of feeding 

the five thousand, the only miracle recorded in all four gospels (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 

9:10-17; John 6:1-14). In two of the gospel accounts, in Matthew and Mark we are told that when he saw 

the crowd, Jesus “had compassion on them”. Luke tells us that “he welcomed them”, and John expresses 

the same sentiment, though not explicitly, but by the question Jesus asks’ “Where shall we buy bread for 

these people to eat?”. In our study passage, he seems to shut out the crowd and focusses on his disciples. 

 

Many times, in the Gospels have we seen Jesus turning away from the crowd and focusing on usually an 

individual and addressing that individual’s need. In Luke’s Gospel only we find Jesus turning his focus on 

individuals: 

• Raises a widow’s son from the dead (7:11 – 17). 

• Heals a woman with the issue of blood (8:40 – 48). 

• Heals a woman on a Sabbath (13:10 – 17). 

• The parables of the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost son (Luke 15). 

• The blind man on the road to Jericho (18:35 – 42). 

• Zacchaeus the tax collector (19:1 – 10). 

 

Question 2 – Digging Deeper 

Someone, reflecting on these incidents commented that “When Jesus is present, you can’t get lost in the 

crowd, He will find you”. Has there been a time in your life when you found yourself surrounded by a 

crowd? How, do you believe Jesus found you in that crowd?  

 

Verses 13 – 21 

Someone interrupts Jesus’ conversation with the disciples. He wants Jesus to intervene in a dispute about 

inheritance; “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” A few things to note about this 

request. One would assume that the brother to whom it is referred was older, thus according to prevailing 

tradition, entitled to inherit most of the father’s possessions. Younger siblings would also inherit 

something, though less than the older sibling. We may then assume that this man, who asked for Jesus’ 

intervention was the younger of the two. He would have received something from the father’s estate, but 

he wanted more – perhaps an equal share of the inheritance. What drove him to ask for an equal share 

of the estate? Was it the desire for justice and fairness? Was he driven by greed, wanting more than he 

deserved? Was it a sense of entitlement? What do you think? 

 



Jesus, true to form, will not leave us without answers to our questions, does offer some guidance. He does 

not accede to this man’s request but goes to the deeper issues. The surface issue was a dispute about 

inheritance, the deeper issue was about greed, entitlement, and to get more than he deserved. Is this still 

not the issue today? Is this not one of the reasons we have inquiries into state capture, because people 

have been entangled in greed, they wanted more even when they had much? The parable (16 – 21) is a 

warning against hoarding and selfishness. At first one might think it is a rebuke to the brother who asks 

for intervention, but looking deeper, it teaches the two brothers about some good values: It teaches about 

hoarding possessions; to the older brother, it might mean that he should not take it all for himself but to 

consider the needs of others. Maybe the younger needed the inheritance more than the older brother. 

To the younger brother it teaches about not coveting, wanting more and more when he already had 

something. It teaches or reminds us about our dependence on God. That whatever we have is not mainly 

because of our wisdom, knowledge, and ability, but because God has enabled us to produce what we 

have.  

 

Verses 22 – 34 

Having addressed the brother’s issue about inheritance, Jesus returns to his conversation with the 

disciples. The “therefore” in verse 22 picks up the conversation Jesus was having with his disciples before 

the interruption.ii In verse 1 – 11 He tells his disciples not to be afraid of anything or anyone but God. 

Those whom we fear have no ultimate plan for our lives, neither do they have the final say about where 

we will be, what we will have etc., only God has the ultimate and final plan and purpose for our lives. We 

are taught that we have much more worth in the eyes of God; in fact, we are priceless. So that should 

encourage us and lift us out of our fear. In verse 22 – 34, the essence of Jesus’ teaching is that “Do not 

worry, God has got it covered”.  

 

*Optional - Reflection Hymn 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 

God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 

God will take care of you. 

Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 

Through ev'ry day, 

O’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 

God will take care of you. 

 

Through days of toil when heart does fail, 

God will take care of you; 

When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

All you may need he will provide, 

God will take care of you; 

Nothing you ask will be denied, 



God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

No matter what may be the test, 

God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain]iii 

 

 

Question 3 – How hard is it to fully acknowledge and accept the words from the hymn “God will take 

care of you” and why is this fact sometimes difficult for us to believe? 

 

Exploring the Theme: Worry 

Why do we so often spend time on or work at something that is fruitless and futile, such as worry? In our 

text (Luke 12:22 – 34), Jesus asks a simple question, “Who has ever extended their life by worrying about 

anything?” We know that no one has ever extended or increased the quality of their life by worrying. We 

do know a few people who had a reduced quality of life by endless worry – high blood pressure, heart 

disease, reduced immunity… and the list goes on. Endless worrying is often futile. We cannot avoid 

worrying about many things though. It is natural to worry about your child who has not come back home 

by 11h00 at night. It is natural to worry about our health, especially at this time of the Coronavirus. It is 

natural to worry about our safety in times of increased criminal activity. But Jesus here is warning against 

allowing ourselves to be consumed by worry, where it takes so much of our time that it hamstrings us and 

prevents us from functioning properly.   

 

At the beginning of this study, we considered the example of good pain, which enables us to recognize 

that something is wrong, and when we realise that, we then act to prevent any further damage to the 

body. Worry, I venture to say may have the same effect. When we worry about security of our homes and 

families, we have it in our power to install alarm systems, fences, gates, and walls to protect us. When we 

worry about a child who is not at home after 11h00 p.m. We call to find out where the child is and tell the 

child to come home… or else… Some of the things we worry about can spur us to action; these are the 

things about which we can do something. It is the things about which we can do nothing that Jesus is 

teaching us to cease our worrying. See how Jesus uses irony here to make his point; “Who of you by 

worrying can add a single hour to your life. Since you cannot do this very thing, why do you worry about 

the rest?”   

 

Jesus then refers to two almost insignificant things. The first is a raven. In the Old Testamentiv, a raven is 

numbered among those creatures that may not be eaten because they are regarded as unclean. Jesus 

here gives a new insight about the raven, it may be regarded as unclean, but God created it too, just like 

all other creatures, and God provides even for this unclean creature. Now hear this, you are made in the 

image of Godv, the Psalmist says you are “fearfully and wonderfully made…”vi An amazing affirmation of 

who you are. So then, if God can take care of the unclean raven, how much more will God take care of 

you? The second is the example of lilies; they do not make themselves clothes as we do, but God clothes 

them with a beauty the even Solomon’s most beautiful robes could not match. The amazing thing is that 

the beauty of lilies does not last very long; they wither and die very quickly. So then, if God can do this for 

flowers whose beauty is so temporary, how much more will God clothe (provide for) you? 



Lest we get drawn into the “Don’t worry, be happy” attitude, we should remember that the greater 

context here is Jesus telling his disciples that they must not be afraid; “I tell you, my friends, do not be 

afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: 

Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear 

him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very 

hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”vii Jesus is 

telling us not to give undue worry to things we can do nothing about, but about which God can do 

something. There are matters that we must leave for God to deal with, and trust that God will indeed deal 

with them.  

  

The Challenge/Exercise 

Is there anything that causes you endless and undue worry? Find someone with whom you can share it 

and ask them to pray with you and for you. Secondly, find someone who has a burden like you, reach out 

to them and offer to help them carry their burden. Your burden will not go away, but somehow, in a 

strange way, you will find strength to help another, you will be able to carry your burden and their burden 

too. Try it and see for yourself. Space below to write out your worry or burden(s). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Praying Together/for One Another/for the World 

Lord Jesus, as you carried your cross up the hill of Golgotha, God sent you a companion, Simon of Cyrene 

to help you with your burden.  Send us out into the world to those whose burdens have become 

unbearable. Let us be their help along the journey, offering them help, relief and encouragement. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i Adapted from: A Guide to Prayer for All God’s People, p. 241 
ii Read Luke 1 – 11, skip 13 – 21 to 22 – 34 and see how the conversation flows seamlessly, which shows how 
indeed the brother’s request was indeed an interruption of a conversation between Jesus and his disciples.  
iii Civilla D. Martin 1866 - 1948 
iv Leviticus 11:15 
v Genesis 1:26, 27 
vi Psalm 139:14 
vii Luke 12:4 – 6 
 


