


MONDAY – Christianity is not a spectator sport 
 

Philippians 2: 4  not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others. 

 
The story is told of a young reporter 
who interviewed the coach of a top-
ranked American College football 
team. The reporter asked what 
contribution American College football 
had made toward overall physical 
fitness in the United States. He was 
stunned when the coach replied that he 
believed that football hadn’t made a 
contribution at all. When asked to 
defend his answer, the coach 
explained that he sees football as 22 
men on the field desperately needing 
rest, and 50,000 people in the stands 
desperately needing exercise. Wow, 
what an indictment on our society, and, 
hopefully, not a description of our local 
church. 
 
Sadly, for many, Christianity is 
something of a spectator sport. You go 
on Sunday and sit and watch while the 
pros perform. After all, that’s what 
they’re paid to do, isn’t it? “But me? 
Well, you see, I’m just a layman.” Not 
True. In the New Testament, there is 
no special class of persons called 
“ministers” or “clergymen” or “priests.” 
Rather, every believer in Jesus Christ 
is a minister and priest before God. 

Every believer is to be a functioning 
member of the Body of Christ, with a 
God-given ministry to fulfil. 
 
This needs to be emphasised because 
we have been so indoctrinated with the 
traditional idea of a hierarchical church 
structure. If someone new in the 
church were to ask, “Who are your 
ministers?” most of us would 
immediately reply, “Ian and Siphiwe”. 
Actually, we should say, “Which 
minister did you have in mind? We 
have about 250 of them here”. If they 
are asking ‘Who are in full time ministry 
so that they can devote all their time to 
teaching the Bible and shepherding the 
flock?’ the answer is “Ian and Siphiwe”. 
But every other member of the church 
needs to take God with them wherever 
they go, knowing that He is standing 
right next to them in whatever they do. 
We need to interact with and help 
others in a way that will make God 
proud. This is how we will learn to 
serve the Lord with all our hearts. 

 

Reflection: Who needs your help 
and service today? 

 

Prayer: Lord, teach me how to be a blessing to others today. Show me what 
You want me to do and enable me to do it. Give me all I need to minister life, 
hope and healing to the people that You put in my life. Help me to make a 
big difference in the world because You are working through me to touch 
lives. AMEN. 

 



TUESDAY – Unworthy servants 
 

Luke 17: 10 (NIV) So you also, when you have done everything you were 
told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our 
duty. 

 
This phrase is difficult for us to 
understand. For example, imagine a 
mother who spends the day cleaning 
and then preparing the family 
meal. At the end of the day, it is 
certainly nice for the mother to be 
recognized and thanked for her hard 
work. This gratitude is an act of love 
and it is good to express it.  But this 
passage is not so much talk about the 
fact that we must strive to be grateful 
for the love and service of others, 
rather, it’s about our own motivation 
for service.  Do we serve to be 
thanked?  Or do we serve because it 
is good and right to do? 
 
Jesus makes it clear that our 
Christian service to others must be 
done out of love, regardless of the 
acknowledgment of others. So let’s 
imagine, that you spent your day in 
some service performed out of your 
love of others. Now imagine that no 

one expressed gratitude for your 
work.  Should the lack of reaction of 
others deter you from serving as God 
wants you to serve?  Certainly 
not.  We must serve and fulfil our 
Christian duty simply because it is the 
right thing to do and because it is 
what God wants of us. 
 
 

Reflection: Reflect today upon what 
motivates you to perform a loving 
service to others.  While reflecting, try 
to remember the words of today’s 
Gospel within the context of your 
life.  It may be hard at first, but if you 
can serve with the mind that you are 
an “unworthy servant” and that you 
have done nothing more than what 
God really wants and expects you to 
do, then you will find that your service 
takes on a whole new depth of 
meaning. 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to serve freely and wholeheartedly out of love for You 
and others.  Help me to give of myself regardless of the reaction of others 
and to find satisfaction in this act of love alone.  AMEN 

  



WEDNESDAY – Servant leadership 
 
Years ago, the term “servant 
leadership” moved into prominence 
in business and professional circles. 
For some it seemed a contradiction in 
terms, an “oxymoron.” Leaders are 
the ones who are supposed to be 
served, right? However, the belief 
that the best leaders achieve the 
most by serving those they lead has 
slowly become an accepted business 
practice.  
 
Servant leadership is a concept 
(modelled best by Jesus) that we 
encounter in the Bible. Addressing 

His followers, Jesus 
stated, “For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give 
His life as a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:45 NIV). He 
preceded that by saying, “whoever 
wishes to be first among you shall 
be slave of all” (Mark 10:44 NIV). 
 
There is just one problem with that: 
we know God wants us to be servants 
– but we don’t like being treated like 
one. The “flesh side” of us wants 
people to see our acts of service and 
think or say, “My, oh my, isn’t he/she 
such a wonderful person for God.” 

Unfortunately, a true servant is not 
noticed; and, again, unfortunately 
often he or she is even ignored. A 
true servant only desires to serve and 
see the master exalted, without 
thinking about self, recognition or the 
receiving of credit. Interesting to think 
that you will only know what it is 
actually like to be a servant when you 
are treated like one. 
 
The world will estimate your 
importance by the number of people 
serving you. However, God is more 
concerned with the number of people 
you are serving. If we continue to 
struggle to be servants of God, we 
need to ask Jesus to teach us 
selflessness and to give us the 
strength to follow His example. 
Watch for Jesus’ invitation to join Him 
in serving others. It will come! 
 

Reflection: Who are the people you 
lead? How might you exhibit true 
leadership – servant leadership – by 
serving them, demonstrating how 
important they are and putting them 
and their needs first, even ahead of 
your own? 

 

 
 

Prayer: Dear God, what I desire is to consistently welcome Your guidance 
into how I lead. I want Your presence and perfect wisdom to fill my thoughts, 
decisions, and actions. Through Your loving presence in my life, I will be a 
more effective and joyous servant leader. AMEN. 

  



THURSDAY – A Sunday server 
 

Mark 10: 43-45 (NIV) Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 
must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 

 
In church, we continually speak about 
“serving others”. We often we make 
lists of serving roles on Sundays, 
from being an usher and collecting 
the offering, to being a greeter, to 
helping at the audio/visual desk, or 
leading a Sunday school class. Each 
of these roles is important and helps 
the church function and be an 
engaging and welcoming place to 
come to know God and grow in His 
Word. 
 
But we can’t let that hour on Sunday 
be the totality of our service. As a 
Christ-follower, Jesus instructs us 
specifically in the area of serving 
others. What we must realise is that 
in Mark 10, He tells each of us to put 
our own interests behind the interests 
and needs of others. So far behind, in 
fact, that our main desire should be 
that we are meeting the needs of 
everyone else. 
 
Jesus reminds us that He did not 
come to be served, but to serve. This 
is an astounding statement for The 
Son of God, as if anyone should 
expect to be served it is Jesus. Yet 

His life on earth was filled with 
examples of serving others and it is 
up to us to faithfully follow His 
dictates. To follow Jesus is to live a 
life where we are always looking for 
ways to meet the needs of others, 
through our talents, gifts, and 
abilities. It is a lifestyle of putting 
others first, thinking not about 
ourselves and our own desires, but 
also about what others lack that we 
can provide. 
 
Certainly opening doors and handing 
out bulletins on Sundays is a way we 
can serve. But we can’t let our 
Sunday service keep us from a 
lifestyle of service.  
 

Reflection: What are you doing 
Monday through Saturday to impact 
your community, your school, your 
family, or your business through your 
service? Is your life as Jesus 
commands, one in which you are not 
first, but last, following the example of 
Jesus and using what you know and 
what you have to lift up and help 
everyone around you? 

 
 

Prayer: God, Your Son Jesus gave me the ultimate example of what it 
means to be a servant. Not only did He serve in practical ways, but He also 
served me to the point of giving His own life for my sin. Reveal to me ways 
in which I can serve others every day. Help me to grow in my service by my 
learning to be a servant in every facet of life. In Jesus’ name.   AMEN. 

  



 
FRIDAY – To Serve – Christian vs Secular Service 
 

2 Corinthians 9: 12-13 (NIV) This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the service by which you have 

proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with 
them and with everyone else. 

 
School children are given classes as 
to what service means. They are told 
that service is an important and 
useful action, which is performed to 
meet a specific public need. In a 
humanitarian sense, such acts of 
public service can include 
volunteering to help at a place that 
provides food for the homeless, 
donating items to a local charity shop, 
visiting an old age home and 
collecting funds for disaster relief, 
amongst many others. 
In all of these cases we recognise 
that such service would help 
strengthen the human bond between 
people: between the server and the 
one being served, as well as 
developing a bond between the 
servers themselves.  
However, the subliminal message in 
such lessons on service is that - 
participating in worldly humanitarian 
service will make me feel better about 
myself and by my efforts I will get 
other people to admire what I have 
done. In other words, participating in 
public service is really all about me. 
As such the underlying motivation for 
secular humanitarian service can be, 
and often is, focused on the server as 

much as, if not more than, the cause 
being served.  
This cannot, however, be the 
motivation for a Christian. When 
service highlights the server, then the 
server has their reward from man and 
not from God. Whether our service is 
secular or within the Christian 
community, it is very important that 
we have the right reasons for serving 
and that we serve with the right 
attitude. We should never resemble 
the scribes and the Pharisees, who 
did all their deeds to be noticed by 
men. 
But even more importantly, Christian 
service, even humanitarian Christian 
service, must be secondary to our 
serving our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ. In whatever we do, we need to 
ensure that we keep our priorities 
straight. Christian service has 
everything to do with serving God 
and very very little to do with us, the 
server. 
 

Reflection: What opportunities are 
there for me to undertake Christian 
service outside of the church? 

Prayer: Dear loving God, you sent Jesus to teach us how to serve. Let you 
spirit awaken in me the same spirit of service. Let me not look for position or 
gain, but instead show me how to let others go before me. Make me meek 
and humble so that I can give my life obediently and faithfully to you.  AMEN. 


