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6 April 2020 

To All Methodist People in the Limpopo Synod 

Companions in Christ,  

Ma the trace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you in abundance.  

The 2020 Christian Season of Lent is totally different from the rest that our generation has even seen. Never has 

humanity been annihilated at the rate at which the Coronavirus is ravaging people of the world. We however stand 

firm in hope that is grounded in the Lord Jesus Christ, the giver and sustainer of life. Even in these difficult times, 

our God remains God. We have spent the first week of the lockdown, attempting to discern, in a very volatile and 

fluid context, the virus, its impact and the necessary response. We commend all our circuit ministers and lay leaders 

in providing leadership during this difficult time in the world. We appreciate and remember in our prayers, those 

of our citizens and fellow believers whose work has been declared an essential service. These include health 

professionals, those in the security system, those in the farm providing us with food and many others. 

The following serves as both synoptic update and further guidance to us during this difficult time. 

1. The Presiding Bishop, with the college of Bishops, continue engage in holy conferencing, to provide leadership 

in for the Connexion. The enormity of the challenge makes the guidance forever inadequate.  

2. Different Congregations: Circuits and Societies have done extremely well in organizing alternative ways of doing 

church. Many of our ministers are have gone on line recording either voice or video sermons. Several are using 

digital platforms to hold meetings and to host small group meetings. We are aware that creative as these may 

be, they exclude many of our poor and marginalized groups like children and the elderly who do not access to 

the internet. We encourage our ministers to find alternative ways to minister to them. 

3. May I take this opportunity to congratulate the Limpopo Children and Youth Unit for the excellent resources 

they are sharing for children on their Facebook page. The same goes with the Synod Wesley Guild who have a 

creative programme with daily activities based on the Four Cs for Christ.  

4. We have activated the a prayer and healing ministry team led by Rev Leon Nqaba and Ms Thobile Finger. The 

have programme based on daily prayers and following the EMMU 21 Days recommended resource. 

5. We have activated our Synod Social Relief Team to organize our two Food Nutrition Programmes: Feed-a-Friend 

which is led by Deacons Fozia Madjoe and Fill-a-Bag which will be coordinated by Deacon Simi Ngomane. Feed-

a-Friend will target to package a large quantity of food in about eight of our congregations. Fill-a-Bag will seek 

to mobilise all Methodist congregations and individuals to donate food hampers. We are intending to 
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collaborate with other social partners like civil society and government. The team will provide us with further 

information. 

6. Noting the reported rise in Gender Based Violence, the Gender Justice Desk, coordinated by Ms Nondumiso 

Sikotoyi is planning an initiative to mitigate against the scourge. The Desk is partnering with Sonke Gender 

Justice for a two-pronged intervention. The first is mobilise men to talk and deal with their emotions and to 

assist them to take care of their loved ones during the lockdown. The second is to empower women facing 

abuse to handle situations and know where to seek help.  

7. The Women’s Fellowship has been requested to focus on caring for the Elderly. They are to take account of 

where they are, what their individual situations and needs are and to mobilise for resources. They are to assist 

by referring and linking them to services. Clergy, Class Leaders and other organisations and individual 

congregants are called upon to assist intaking care of the vulnerable groups including orphans and the disabled. 

Let us also minister to the supernumerary ministers and their spouses or widows within our circuits. 

8. Social scientists forecast that the impact of COVID-19 is going to be felt in months to come. We urge our people 

to be prudent with the meagre resources they have. We encourage people to live simply and not waste 

anything. 

9. One of the greatest challenges that the Church is going to have to wrestle with is the issue of finances. The 

General Secretary is going to issue a pastoral letter that will serve as resource for holy conversation. We are 

going to facilitate responsible engagement that will lead to responsible, bold and sensitive decisions.  

10. This is without doubt an unusual Holy Week that we have entered and is going to be a strange Easter Weekend. 

We are going to be exposed to so many services broadcast in the media and social media. I pray that we receive 

these not as entertaining or competition events. May we the Holy Spirit help us to prayerfully center and focus 

us as we will be spoiled for choice. I pray for those preachers who are planned to focus only on Christ. 

Finally, let us be reminded that this is not the time to focus on negativity and blame. This crisis needs resilient 

agency and agile leadership. In the words of African American Poet, Alice Walker: “We are the ones we have been 

waiting for…” Let us avail ourselves, even within the limits of the lockdown to be our sisters and brothers’ keepers.  

Re kaofela…Ons is saam…, 

With you in Christ’s Service 

 
R Sidwell Mokgothu 

 


