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DAILY DEVOTIONS  
Week 4 - LOVE IN: 

 
 

 

Monday: Fellowship 

Hebrews 10: 23 – 25 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 

who promised is faithful and let us consider how we may spur each other on toward love 
and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

John Ortberg, the senior minister at Menlo Church and author of “The Way” 
writes that to surrender your life and will to the care of God, to engage in 
reading the scripture regularly and to pray, one can do alone – just you and 
God.  Step four in the series is to step into a community of people who you 
love, with the above mentioned 3 practices which you do on your own. 
Then you begin to also do these with others, and we enter into the “shared” 
life.  We are made for each other.  We need each other.  We cannot grow 
or heal or become holy without this, and spirituality is not a parallel deal.  It 
is not something that is just between you and God.  It is called “fellowship.” 

To neglect Christian meetings or fellowship is to give up the encouragement 
and help of other Christians.  We gather together to share our faith and to 
strengthen one another in the Lord and it is renewed daily through the Holy 
Spirit.  We worship together, pray and study together and share our 
experiences with each other.  True fellowship combines social and spiritual 
interaction and is made possible only through a living relationship with Christ. 

 Do you pray with and/or for someone else?  If not, why not? 

 What other fellowship activities do you partake in? 

Prayer: Lord help us to listen to each other, to be gentle with one another, 
to forgive each other and to be willing to laugh at ourselves.  Amen  



Tuesday: Authentic Fellowship 

Acts 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.   

All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions 
and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all people.  And 
the Lord added to their number daily those who were saved. 

 
The early church ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts.  The fact that Jesus gives grace and 
forgiveness allowed them to take off their masks and 
practice authentic fellowship.  They did not have to 
pretend that they were acting like Jesus did but were 
comfortable that they did not have to hide anything 
from their fellow Christian brothers and sisters. 

 

 

Fake fellowship is where people smile and are polite and superficial and 
pretend like everything is fine and everybody likes everybody, and 
nobody has doubts and everybody’s children are perfect.   

That’s not fellowship. Nobody can get real and wear a mask.  If we claim 
we have not sinned, we make Jesus out to be a liar, and the truth has no 
place in us, and we kill the fellowship.  The blood, the death, the 
sacrificial love of Jesus on the cross has cleaned us up in God’s eyes 
way beyond what we could ever do. The good news is that we all can 
come out of our own darkness into intimacy and into light together.  That 
is authentic fellowship. 

 Are you wearing a mask when you are with fellow Christians?  If 
so, why? 

 How can you lose the mask and become the real you? 
 

Prayer.  Dear Lord, help me to get rid of my mask(s) and to reveal the 
real me when partaking in fellowship. Amen 
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Wednesday: Fellowship requires commitment 

Joshua 24:14-15 But if you don't want to worship the LORD, then choose right now! 

Will you worship the same idols your ancestors did? Or since you're living on land that 
once belonged to the Amorites, maybe you'll worship their gods. I won't. My family and I 
are going to worship and obey the LORD! 

 

Joshua, a true servant of God, who led his family and nation into the 
Promised Land, urges his fellow Israelites to re-commit themselves to 
the Lord.  What is more, he sets the standard for us on being committed 
to God. 

When you put your trust in Jesus it is almost the same as a marriage.  
When you have committed yourself into a relationship built on love, you 
have to remain committed to your wife, your kids, and the wider families 
of both partners.  That is why Josua can speak on behalf of his whole 
family.  Our relationship with Jesus brings us into his family, his bride, 
namely the church.  Joshua demonstrates to us that we and our families 
should then remain committed in our communal fellowship within the 
Christian family.   

The Christian family changes lives, provides opportunities to show love 
together, pray together, worship together and cry together and assures 
an abundant life.  Every time we baptize a new person/child we are 
asked to commit ourselves to make the church a place of fellowship that 
will provide a loving, compassionate environment where the person/child 
can grow up and discover Jesus and his wider family who are committed 
to glorify the Father.  So, let us remain committed to that promise. 

 What fellowship activities are you participating in at church? 

 What Christian fellowship activities are you participating in within 
the wider community? 

Prayer: Grant us a vision Lord, to see what we can achieve. To reach 
out beyond ourselves and share our lives with others.  To stretch our 
capabilities and increase our sense of purpose. To be aware of where 
we can help and remain committed to your constant call.  Amen   



Thursday: Fellowship requires sharing 

Acts 2:44-45   All the believers were together and had everything in common.  

Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 

 

After Jesus’ ministry on earth there arose a community where people 
were so filled with love for God and each other that rich and poor would 
come together on equal footing, and sometimes people who had 
possessions would want to help others so much that they would sell a 
piece of property and bring the money back to the fellowship and make 
sure that it got to somebody who could really use it. 

There has never been a community like this before.  There was a 
fellowship that emerged where people who had homes and who had 
food opened them up to people who had no homes and no food and 
they ate together with glad and sincere hearts with no strings attached. 

John Ortberg asks the question whether it was possible if any strangers 
ever took advantage of their generosity or even got into the church 
because they were starving, and they heard there was free food?   It 
must have happened, but the community still remained generous. A 
person who lives and works in poor communities was once asked if you 
give money to somebody in need, how can one make sure they don’t 
waste it?  His answer was, “Do you ever waste money?  Do you think 
God is still generous with you?” 

Fellowship is sharing.  It was the spirit of sharing that led to outrageous 
joy even in the midst of suffering.  It is the spirit of sharing that makes 
the rest of people outside the church of Christ glad that the church 
exists! 

What do you share within the community or groups you are active in? 

Are there any “strings” attached to your acts of sharing? 

Prayer:  Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. Lead 
me in your truth, and guide me, for you are the God of my salvation, and 
my hope is in you all day long. Amen 
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Friday: Stepping out 

Colossians 4:2 - 3 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  

And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may 
proclaim the mystery of Christ. 

 

God will show you how to take a tangible step toward fellowship and 
towards spreading love into the community.  The impact for all of us of 
this series depends not so much on what we hear in the sermon as what 
we do in between the sermons.  It remains important to attend the 
sermons though in order to strengthen our commitment. 

 

  Paul urged the Colossians to devote themselves to prayer.  This is a 
simple action step into fellowship. Would it not be wonderful if everybody 
in our community knew that somebody else is praying for them and be 
blessed by another person in prayer?  If one follows Jesus in the 
practice of fellowship and shared life together, you will sense a greater 
level of meaning and acceptance and joy and love than you could ever 
know. 

 

Challenge for the rest of the series:  Find one person and ask if they 
would be a prayer partner for your own spiritual wellbeing for just the 
rest of this series. This is what Paul asked for.  You may have never 
prayed with anybody before.  That’s OK.  Normally the way to learn to do 
something well is to begin by doing it with baby steps.  Keep it simple. 

 Do you have a prayer partner?   

 What prevents you from finding a prayer partner? 
 

Prayer:  O God, we pray for our church family, that we all may grow 
together in awareness of your love, that our lives together may reflect 
your love and your grace. Amen 

  



Home Group Material 
 
Week 4 - LOVE IN: 

Main Idea:   To commit to a ‘shared life’ through worship, learning, praying, 

confessing, sharing and serving with other disciples 

 

 

 

Choose 1 or 2 questions to get your discussion started. 

 Where is one place that you feel like you belong? What makes 
you feel that way?  

 If you were going to move to a new community or form a new 
group of friends, what would be some key characteristics that 
you would want to find?  

 When have you experienced God’s love through another person? 
What did the person do that made you feel loved?  

  

 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH US? 

Read the following two passages in light of the idea of community.  

1 Corinthians 13:1-8  If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 

love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give 
over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there are 

Introduction video available at  

https:vimeo.com/362161894 
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prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away.  

Romans 12:9-10 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be 

devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves.  

 What is the significance of love as compared to spiritual gifts 
such as prophecy and faith?  

 We can assume that if Paul had to explain the qualities of love to 
the Corinthian church that their attitudes and behaviours must 
have reflected unloving traits. What would the counter-qualities of 
love that Paul describes reveal about the state of community in 
the Corinthian church?  

 When you reflect on the community around you (group, church, 
neighbourhood, city) what is the state of love there?  

 Both of these passages about love appear in conjunction with 
teaching on spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1-31; 14:1-40; 
Romans 12:3-8). Why do you think Paul placed these words 
about love in this part of his letter?  

 How can spiritual gifts be used in unloving ways?  

Mark 12:29-31 The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these. 

 Out of 613 commandments in Scripture, why did Jesus declare 
these commandments to be the greatest?  

 Jesus calls us to love God with all of our hearts, souls, minds, 
and strength. How do you love God with all of these? 

 What does it mean to love yourself? What does it look like when 
someone is well loved?  

  

: 
HOW CAN THIS CHANGE OUR LIVES?  

1. How can you show love to the people around you – your family, your 
neighbours, your group, and others?  

2. What are some barriers to loving people well? What steps do you 
need to take to overcome them?  



3. Augustine, a Christian theologian from the 5th century, wrote, “What 
does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to 
hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has 
the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks 
like.” Consider the senses mentioned in this quote: touch, see and hear. 
Which of these senses do you best express love through? How can you 
elevate that sense to demonstrate love to someone this week?  

4. How can you show love to one person in a practical way this week?  

 

Ask someone to pray for you and offer to pray for them in turn.  

 

  

Invite each person in the group to pray for the person sitting on his/her 
right. Have the person who goes last include a prayer of thanksgiving for 
the gift of community that you have as a group.  

Source: The Way series home group material. 2019. Menlo Church (CA, USA) 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS  
Week 5 - LEAN IN: 

 
MONDAY – Who Me? 
 
Matthew 12: 36   But I tell you that everyone will have to give an account on the day 

of judgement for every empty word they have spoken. 

 
Accountability in the Oxford Dictionary is defined as: Liability to render 
an account; responsible for; answerable for. 
 
“This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, 
Anybody, and Nobody. There was an important job to be done and 
Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure Somebody would do 
it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry 
about that, because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Anybody 
could do it but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended 
up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody 
could have done.” 
 
An amusing story but what is it really telling us? Perhaps in our 
individualistic, ever changing, fast-paced world the concept of 
accountability is missing. God calls us to be in community with each 
other, but it is often a case of: if Somebody will organise it, then I’ll join. 
And if it doesn’t happen its because Nobody organised it.  
 
We have an amazing capability for generating excuses for every 
situation that does not suit us! But as John Ortberg says: “the life I could 
lead, the character I could acquire and the contributions I could make, 
are slipping away moment by moment.” 
 
I am accountable to myself, to others and to God. Everyday. Not just 
when someone challenges us or when the car with blue flashing lights 
stops us. As a follower of Christ my every action and thought has to be 
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accountable, in the end, to God. He is simply telling us to hold each 
other accountable. Anybody. Everybody.  
 

 What will your account to God be? 
 
PRAYER: Dear Lord, help us to remain faithful in your word and hold 
each other up to you. Help us to be accountable for our own path with 
you and to lend a hand to those around us who may need it. AMEN 
 
 
 
TUESDAY – Account and Ability 
 
Proverbs 12: 15 The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to 

advise. 

 
Hebrews 10: 24 & 25  And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

 

Split the words up and they seem to be unrelated but are they really? 
According to the Cambridge English dictionary ACCOUNT means a 
report or description of an event or situation. ABILITY on the other hand 
refers to skill set.  
 
The “account part” is easy. You get together with a friend, someone 
whom you trust, and tell them what is going on in your life. You give a 
report on how you are doing in your daily walk with God and where you 
are at in your spiritual journey. 
 
But here is the rub. How deeply do you share? Do you let this friend into 
every nook and cranny of your life, in order to give a true account? 
Including the areas where a few eyebrows may be raised? Most often it 
is these areas that need the wise counsel of a friend. 
 
To give a proper account you have to be truly honest as to where you 
are in your life’s journey. In the same way that you don’t want a bank 
account with a few unaccounted charges here and there, (but “in general 
it’s correct”); you don’t want a “good enough accountability” with God.  
 



The “ability part” is a little trickier. Why? Because like any ability or skill 
set it takes practise. We can’t take a good hard look at ourselves once 
and then go “good, good that will do for now.” Practise makes perfect so 
they say. God isn’t even asking us to be perfect just to be consistent. 
  

 What would you tend to leave out of your account to God? 

 What area of your accountability journey needs to be practised?  

 Can you, this week, pick just one area that you tend to hide, and 
share it with someone and accept their counsel? 

 
PRAYER: Dear Lord, acknowledging our shortfalls to is not easy, but we 
come to You today with open hands and on our knees, knowing that You 
alone can help us in this journey. We pray that we may have the 
determination and desire to live Your word and practise accountability.  
AMEN 
 
 
WEDNESDAY – Responsibility 
 
Galatians 5: 6 For each one should carry their own load.  
 
Colossians 3: 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 

the Lord, not for human masters.  

 
Accountability has several synonyms. One of them being responsibility.  
 

 What is the first thing that pops into your head when you read the 
word responsibility? 

 Does it have a positive or negative connotation to it? 
 

God gave us the gift of free will. He is a God of love, the choice to follow 
Him is ours to make. But like anything, choice comes with responsibility. 
We can’t blame people or circumstances for our lack of accountability. 
It’s about perspective and we have to decide to want it or not, because 
in the end we each have to decide how important accountability is to us. 
  
We need to come to the realization that accountability to someone helps 
us do with somebody, something we would not do by ourselves. 
 
Responsibility in this area is asking these questions every day: 

– Was I tempted? 
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– Did I get it right or wrong? 
– What do I need? 
– Was and is God in it with me? 

 
“The same boiling water that softens the potato, hardens the egg. It’s 
about what you’re made of not the circumstances.”  
 
When we stand before God, we cannot have taken this responsibility 
lightly. 
 
PRAYER: Dear Lord, help us to seek You first. To put all that is 
happening aside and take responsibility with our walk with You. Let us 
not allow our circumstances to dictate our relationship with You and let 
us decide to put You first.  
 AMEN 
 
 
 
THURSDAY – Obedience 
 
Luke 6: 46 - 49 Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” and do not what I say? As 

for everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and puts them into practice, I will 
show you what they are like. They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep 
and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but 
could not shake, it, because it was well built. But the one who hears My words and does 
not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a 
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction 
was complete.” 

 
Seems logical! Yet…. 
 
Let me give you a short snippet of the things that come out of my mouth 
on a day to day basis to my young students:  
 
“Sweetie pie, don’t hit your face with your shoe.” 
“Please don’t hit the marimba beater on the wall so that it will bounce 
back to you.”  
“Don’t play your recorder with your sucker in your mouth.”  
 
 And tomorrow I will say the same things! 
 



Obedience. A word that is worth its weight in gold to a teacher because 
obedience means doing what you are told. And if you are doing what 
you are told, learning might actually take place. 
 
The Lord has given us instructions to follow, He has asked us to be 
accountable and yet we are not obedient. Our faith dwindles, our 
responsibility wanes and, and accounts become blurred. If I can see the 
frustration of a disobedient class then surely, I can take it upon myself to 
become more obedient to God?  
 

 How obedient are you to this concept of accountability? 

 In God’s classroom, who are you?  
 

PRAYER: Dear Lord, help me to be more obedient. Help me to follow 
Your word and do as you tell me, even when I don’t see the need. Give 
to me the wisdom of seeing that being obedient to you is ultimately the 
best path for me to take.  AMEN 
 
 
 
FRIDAY – Answerability 
 
Accountability is a big word but an even bigger action. Another synonym 
for accountability is answerability. 
 
Big words, big responsibility, big choices, big benefits. 
 
1 Timothy 4: 8 - 10 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has 

value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. This is 
a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. That is why we labour and strive, 
because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Saviour of all people, and 
especially of those who believe. 

 

Who do you answer to? And if Jesus called, would you answer? This 
world is fleeting but are you happy to walk with the Lord today and be 
answerable for your life, your actions and your faith?  
 
If we choose to be answerable to God, accountability to Him and to 
others will be a much easier path. John Ortberg says “accountability 
works better when I invite it rather than when I endure it.”  
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When I have a vision of love and good deeds incorporated in the person 
I want to be, I know too, there will be situations that work against this. If I 
want to be true to this vision, I will need the help of others. I will need to 
be honest about where I am, and I will need to accept the counsel of 
others. 
 
It will take courage. Accountability is not just about steering clear of what 
is bad, it is about going after what it good. 
 
Timothy was too young, Abraham, was too old, Moses did not speak 
well, Gideon was scared, Esau was too hairy, Jonah was on the run, 
Joseph was a convict, Rahab was a prostitute, Sarah laughed at 
God…… 

 What is your excuse?  
 
Find someone you know and trust, and step out into ACCOUNTABILITY 
this week.  
 
Let’s go BIG! 
 
PRAYER:  Lord, Here I am, down on my knees again, surrendering all, 
like a mighty storm, stir within my soul. Lord have Your way, Lord have 
Your way in me.   

AMEN 

(I Surrender, Hillsong) 

 
 
 
  



Home Group Material 
 
Week 5 - LEAN IN: 

Main Idea: Being accountable to God and to one another 

 

: 
HOW DOES THIS TOPIC RELATE TO US? 
 
Choose 1 or 2 questions to get your discussion started. 
 

 Tell the group about someone (other than your spouse or significant 
other) with whom you share your thoughts, worries, and/or hopes on 
a regular basis. 

 Whom do you turn to in times of trouble? Why? 

 How do you seek feedback from others? 

 When was the last time you received feedback? How did you 
respond? 
 
 

: 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH US? 
 
Read the following two passages in light of the idea of accountability. 
 
 Hebrews 10: 24 - 25  And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.  

 
1 Thessalonians 5: 16 - 18 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

  

 What comes to mind when you hear the word “spur”? 

 Why do you think the writer of Hebrews chose a provocative word like 
“spur?” How could someone “spur you” toward love and good deeds? 
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 How have you experienced encouragement by meeting with other 
Christians regularly? How is it different when you do not have that 
regular interaction? 

 “The Day” is short for “The Day of the Lord” or the imminent return of 
Christ. What sense of urgency do you feel related to encouraging 
other believers? Why? 
 
 

: 
HOW CAN THIS CHANGE OUR LIVES? 
 
Galatians 6: 1 - 2 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who 

live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also 
may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. 

 

 What is the responsibility of the community to someone caught in sin? 
What does this look like? 

 How might a believer be tempted in the course of restoring someone 
caught in sin? 

 How does carrying each other’s burdens fulfill the law of Christ? 
 

 

: 
 
Write down one key commitment that is important right now and ask one 
person to help you stay accountable. 
 
 

 
 
Invite one person to pray this prayer aloud for the group to close your 
time together: 
 
Amazing God, You demonstrated Your love for us when, while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us on the cross. 
We are grateful for Your grace and hopeful for how You are continuing 
to work in us. Give us the courage and wisdom that we need to help one 
another be accountable for that which is most important in our lives. 
We pray this in Jesus’s name.   
AMEN. 



: 
FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY 
 
Proverbs 27: 17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another 

 

 How is accountability between two people like a knife being 
sharpened by a harder metal or stone?  

 How are you presently experiencing this in your life? 
 

 Ephesians 5: 11 - 13 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of 

darkness, but rather expose them. It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient 
do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 
illuminated becomes a light.  

 

 Why is there fear of exposing dark deeds? 

 When have you experienced darkness being exposed to light, and 
what was the result? 
 
 

Source: The Way series home group material. 2019. Menlo Church (CA, USA) 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS  
Week 6 - LOOK IN: 

 
 

MONDAY – Introduction 

Luke 18: 9 - 14 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by 
himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.’  “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 
beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  “I tell you that this man, 
rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

This passage is a background to this week’s devotions. We return to it in 
more detail later in the week. 

Confession is one of the spiritual practices in Christianity where true 
believers must often proceed with caution because of different – and 
sometimes ‘over the top’ – approaches between various denominations. 
Take baptism as another example: many Christians who believe in infant 
baptism will be tolerant of those who prefer adult baptism, and vice 
versa. But then there are those who are intolerant on this front, to the 
point of telling those who hold the opposite view that they are not true 
Christians and cannot be saved. (As I experienced myself many years 
ago from so-called Christian friends.) 

Confession is another example. In some denominations, confession 
became an institutionalised spiritual practice, sometimes linked with 
procedures such as the paying of ‘penance’ - and even becoming the 
butt of (sometimes Irish!) jokes. In the Wesleyan Methodist tradition, 
confession is closely linked to ‘accountability’ and may be one of our 
more challenging personal spiritual practices. We trust that this week’s 
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sermon, devotions and home group material will help you to understand 
and explore this practice in its Godly context. 

To kick off: How often do we have a picture of our life of how we think it 
is going to go, and then it actually goes a different way? There is the 
husband you think you’re going to be and the one you are, the 
father/mother you want to be and the one you are, the adventures and 
experiences you think you will experience and the ones you really 
experience. These differences, linked to our own personalities and 
personal preferences, are often the cause of hurting others – and even 
sinning – when it was never our intention to do so. These may be the 
most difficult sins and transgressions of God’s message of love for us to 
identify and confess. 

Prayer: Lord God, as I, and others in West View busy with this series, 
consider and even struggle with this difficult matter of Christian 
confession and accountability, please through your Holy Spirit give us 
the peace and insight to gain a greater understanding and eventual 
fulfilment of Your divine guidance to us in this important aspect of Your 
Kingdom and love. Amen 

 

 

TUESDAY – Confession in current times 

2 Samuel 12:5 - 13  David burned with anger against the man and said 

to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for 
that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 7 Then Nathan 
said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your 
master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and 
Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did 
you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the 
sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, 
because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’11 “This is 
what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. 
Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, 
and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this 
thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” 13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the LORD.” 

Here we see a picture of someone who was a devout follower of God 
and had a clear idea of what was right or wrong in a certain situation, 
without realizing that he had committed a similar sin. However, when 



confronted with his own sin, he understood and confessed it immediately 
and received God’s forgiveness. 

Returning to the last paragraph (before the prayer) of yesterday’s 
devotion, the author of our main source for this week uses camping as 
an example of how personal characteristics may cause disagreements 
and even sin, without realising it. He does not like camping, as he is not 
practically minded and cannot pitch a tent properly, do a proper ‘braai’ 
etc – and also dislikes dirt, wetness etc, that often goes with camping. 
By contrast, his wife and children love it – so they go camping, but he is 
“not the happy camper”. This leads to frustration, dissension, tempers 
flaring up and eventually harsh words and actions. At another time, he 
wished to attend an important church event in a city he did not know too 
well, and his wife had to ‘navigate’ them there using Google Maps. She 
struggled with that, eventually harsh words were spoken, she cried and 
they never reached the event. 

We think of confession in the context of major sins like adultery and 
theft, mentioned in the Ten Commandments, but are the above 
‘everyday’ examples not how we, too, often hurt others in our personal, 
work and even church life? How do we react? To quote and paraphrase 
a few excerpts from the author’s sermon: 

 “I call myself a Christian, and that’s I how I behave with the 
people who mean the most to me?” 

 The current advice we often get is to ‘do your own thing’ and ‘just 
be you’, but does the world need more of that? 

 “We live in a really interesting era when anxiety and depression 
are on the rise … but do you know what isn’t? Confession isn’t on 
the rise.” 

 The modern reaction is often called spin-doctoring, or simply 
‘spin’. “ It seems the bigger the sin, the bigger the spin”. 

Prayer: O God, we often think we do not commit the ‘big sins’ and have 
nothing or little to confess, but now I realise that I may be sinning in 
ways I did not even consider. Please free me from these 
misunderstandings and lead me on your true way of love. Amen 
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WEDNESDAY – Continuing on the way of confession 

James 5:16 (NIV) Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective. 

Our main source continues about the current attitudes, which are often 
based on self-centredness, self-interest and self-image. “Somewhere in 
the middle of it all we lost the art of confession.” Yet, believers who are 
growing in Christ can sense that this is not the answer and we must look 
inwards at ourselves. 

“At the very heart of that – it takes a very secure person to go there – is 
a core principle of Christianity that we’ve kind of lost over the years. That 
is confession. It’s very rare to hear public prayers of confession 
anymore.” What we sometimes hear in churches, and often in politics 
and business, is people explaining why something wasn’t really a 
problem, why they really didn’t make a mistake and how everyone is 
misunderstanding them. That is wrong! You cannot address what you 
will not confess. 

We know from other problem areas such as addiction and depression 
that you cannot actually help them until they admit they have a problem, 
but confession seems to be becoming a lost art. As for our main 
source’s author, the following may be true for many of us: 

“I noticed a number of years ago in my own prayer life that confession 
was becoming very thin and very sparse. We'll complain to God about 
our marriage, about the weather, about work, about our boss, about our 
neighbours, about our friends, about our circumstances, and about our 
bank accounts. We'll complain to God about it, but we won't take any 
responsibility, and confession is somehow linked to responsibility.” 

Jesus, who arguably is the only person who ever walked the earth who 
had nothing to confess, taught about confession. We turn to His teaching 
in the Scriptures, from the gospel of Luke (18: 9-14). 

Jesus decides to tell this story because he is surrounded by two groups 
of people, as some of you know. One group was people who just didn't 
go to church (or only occasionally), and maybe that's your story, for 
various reasons such as not being raised in a Christian home, 



experiencing hurt in church environments etc – yet you, like them, 
decided to give Jesus a chance. 

Jesus had those people following him, but he also had seemingly 
religious people following him, and the religious leaders of his day didn't 
like Jesus. They felt threatened by Him. They thought they knew it all, 
and Jesus came along and said, "You guys are missing it." When he 
tells this story, he has both groups nearby. We continue with their 
different approaches tomorrow. 

Prayer: O God, I am starting to realise that the way of confession is 
Your way, not only for my cleansing but also for my healing in your 
kingdom. Please keep me aware of your presence with me in this often 
humanly difficult matter. Amen 
 

 

 

THURSDAY – Jesus teaches about true confession 

Scripture: We continue with Luke 18: 9-14. (See Monday) 

Luke does us the service of telling us why he told the story. That's in 
verse 9, where it says: "To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness…" Do you ever feel that way? Confident of your own 
righteousness? You say, "Today I have prayed. I've read my Bible, I've 
prayed, I'm ready to go. I'm going to nail today." Do you ever get there? 
Jesus goes, "Listen up."  

Then, Luke writing about Jesus, says "To some who were confident of 
their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else…" That 
is unfortunately what some Christians are known for today - self-
righteousness, arrogance and condescension. 

People often display an arrogance based on comparison. Honestly 
examine yourself to see if you don't do this, as it's almost ingrained into 
human existence today. You just compare yourself to everybody, in all 
sorts of areas such as physical appearance, abilities, positions, material 
things and so forth – and try to find somebody you're better than to make 
yourself feel better. If you've ever done that, and I've done that, Jesus 



29 
 

said, "If you're confident of your own righteousness and you look down 
on anybody, listen!" 

Luke says, "Jesus told this parable: 'Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.'" One a church 
person and the other a drug dealer. One a religious leader and the other 
a pimp, is basically what Jesus is saying. One an outcast and one who 
claims to speak for God. The Pharisee being the establishment and the 
tax collector being the outcast. 

"The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed…" This is so interesting.  

"God, I thank you that I am not like other people…" It sounds ugly 
when put in these words, but maybe you’ve heard prayers like that, even 
thanking God for our own blessings, safety, privileges – but what about 
the others? 

"…I thank you that I am not like other people - robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers - or even like this tax collector." "We don't know how he 
got in, but I'm thankful I'm not like him." "I fast twice a week…" "Did 
you see what I dropped in the offering plate?" "…and give a tenth of all 
I get." "Just like you said," is the end of his prayer. 

"But the tax collector [the outcast] stood at a distance. He would not 
even look up to heaven…" He's not going "Hey, God! It's me again". 
He won't even look up. "…but beat his breast [a sign of mourning] and 
said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 

We turn to Jesus’ life-saving conclusion tomorrow. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are opening my eyes as to what confession is 
really about – turning to your life-giving Love when we realise our sins in 
comparison to your desires for each of us, instead of giving in to human 
comparison and arrogance. Please guide me further in Your way. Amen 

 

 

  



FRIDAY – Jesus’ conclusion about true confession 

And what is Jesus’ to-the-point conclusion after what we read 
yesterday? “I tell you that this man [the tax collector], rather than the 
other [the religious guy], went home justified before God." Then, He 
finishes the parable with this line: "For all those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted." The weird thing about the parable is that God seems to feel 
best about the person who felt worst about himself. 

We can hardly add to Jesus’ words. Confession is not about a self-
serving ritual; it is at the heart of our salvation. (Justifying Grace) Thus, 
just the questions: What do you need to confess and how? 

The first answer is hard for most of us. Think about this. You almost 
never sin alone. You usually involve somebody else. There was 
someone else you had the fight with or somebody else that things got 
out of control with or somebody else you lost your temper with or 
somebody else you got into trouble with. You don't sin alone. Why do 
you confess alone? Prayer has become this very private discipline in our 
culture. 

It says elsewhere in the Scripture that you should confess your sins to 
one another. When one starts to confess one’s sins out loud, you often 
get very uncomfortable. If the consequences of sin are communal, 
shouldn't confession also be communal? The consequences of my sin 
always leak out to the people closest to me. They leak out on my 
husband or wife, on my children, on my neighbours, on my friends, on 
our church, on our staff, and on the people I interact with, and if the 
consequences of sin are communal, perhaps confession should be a 
little more communal than it is. This was also part of John Wesley 
principle of Christian accountability. 

Here's the bottom line. You won't address what you don't confess, but if 
you bring that forward before God and you tell the people around you, 
first of all, they're not shocked. They know. Secondly, they're going to 
draw a lot closer to you. Thirdly, when you go public there is a built-in 
accountability to that which is a little bit sobering and a little bit 
frightening and a lot wonderful. Finally, I think your heavenly Father 
looks down on you and says, "Ah! Now there is someone I can work 
with!" 
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Prayer: Lord, we want to show up with clean hands, but we cannot. 
Some of us have been trying to perform our way into the kingdom of 
heaven disguising who we really are, but the people around us bump 
into who we really are every day and so do you. Father, I just want to 
confess that I am not who I want to be, but you are. Lord, I pray that as 
we say out loud maybe to somebody near us today those things they 
already know or already suspect, we will be met with forgiveness, with 
reconciliation, with love, and with grace. Lord, have mercy on us, and 
you do. In Jesus' name, Amen



Home Group Material 
 
Week 6 - LOOK IN: 

Main Idea: To regularly engage in self-examination; confession to God, 

myself and another; and to make amends to those I’ve harmed 

 

: 
HOW DOES THIS TOPIC RELATE TO US? 

Choose 1 or 2 questions to get your discussion started. 

1.  What is your comfort level in confessing a fault? 

2.  Describe a time when you openly admitted to something. How did it 
feel before and after doing it? How did the person receiving your 
confession respond? 

3.  How has unconfessed sin impacted your life? 

 

 
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH US? 

Read the following passages in view of the idea of confession and then 
discuss the questions: 

David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the 
Lord lives, the man who did this must die! He must pay for that lamb four times 
over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” Then Nathan said to David, 
“You are the man! 

This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, 
and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave your master’s house to you, 
and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if 
all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. Why did you 
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despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him 
with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will never depart 
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your own.’ 

2 Sam 12:5-13 (NIV) “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am 

going to bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give 
them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. You 
did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” Then David said 
to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away 
your sin. You are not going to die.”  

1.  How did David respond to Nathan’s story of “another” person’s 
wrongdoing? How did his response change when Nathan revealed 
that the story was about David? What did each response reveal about 
David’s character? 

2.  In the light of what God had given David (e.g. king of Israel, 
deliverance from Saul, etc), what can David’s sin teach us about 
human nature? 

3.  What does Nathan’s revelation demonstrate about the effect of 
secrets? 

 

James 5:16 (NIV) Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.  

James 4:7-10 (NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change 
your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will lift you up. 

1.  Why is confession to another believer necessary for healing to take 
place? 

2.  What kind of healing does prayer and confession produce? 

3.  The imperatives in James 4:7-10 include commands to submit, resist, 
purify and humble. How are these commands interrelated? 



 
HOW CAN THIS CHANGE OUR LIVES? 

1.  A recovery slogan states that “Expectations are premeditated 
resentments.” With whom have you set unrealistic expectations that 
lead to resentments? What steps can you take to begin making 
amends? 

2.  In The Case for Christ, author Lee Strobel said, “Few things 
accelerate the peace process as much as humbly admitting our own 
wrongdoing and asking forgiveness.” How can you be a peacemaker 
- not just a peacekeeper - by admitting wrongdoing and asking for 
forgiveness? 

3. What is your greatest fear? How do you respond to that fear when it 
comes up? 

 

During this coming week, practice compiling a moral inventory (see 
Going Deeper section). Share the results with another person as 
appropriate. 

 

: 
ASK SOMEONE TO READ PSALM 32 AS A PRAYER FOR THE 
GROUP 

Loving God, Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin you do not count 
against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. When I kept silent, my 
bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night 
your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of 
summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my 
iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you 
forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while 
you may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach 
them. 
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You are our hiding place; you will protect us from trouble and surround 
us with songs of deliverance. Amen. 

 

  
FOR ADDITIONAL SELF-STUDY 

Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, God, and know my heart, test me and know my 

anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

• What does this request of God demonstrate about human self-
awareness? In what ways could God “report” the results to us? 

Proverbs 28:13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one 

who confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 

• Compare “not prospering” with “finding mercy.” Why is mercy of 
more value? 

2 Corinthians 7:10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and 

leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death 

• What is the difference between these types of sorrow? How would 
you recognize which type of sorrow is being expressed? 

• When have you experienced or witnessed godly sorrow? 

 

Modified Moral Inventory 

This is an opportunity to take an honest, revealing inventory of 
ourselves. This empowers us to recognize specific places and ways in 
which we are stuck so that we can continue moving toward becoming 
un-stuck and living fully in Christ. 

For the simplified inventory below, each question is meant to be 
completed in its entirety before moving to the next. Answer the first 
question by creating a list of every response that comes to mind and 
then number your responses. After this, move to the second question 
and write a response for every response from the first question, and do 



the same for the third and fourth questions. Proceed in this manner by 
starting with the four questions under Resentments. After you are done, 
move to the next area until you have covered all four. Once you are 
finished, pause to look over what you have written. Ask God to help you 
discern where you need to start making amends. 

 

Resentments 
(Grudges) 

•  Toward whom am I 
angry? 

•  Why am I angry? 

•  How does the anger 

show up in my life? 

•  Where am I to 

blame? 

Fear 

•  What am I afraid of? 
•  Why am I afraid? 

•  How does the fear 

show up in my life? 

•  What do I normally 

do to reduce the 

fear? 

Harm (Hurt) 

•  Who have I harmed? 
•  What did I do (or fail to 

do)? 

•  What motivated my 

action? 

•  What should I have 

done instead? 

Sexual 
Conduct 

•  Who did I not honour? 
•  What did I do (or fail to 

do)? 

•  What is the exact 

nature of my 

wrongs? 

•  What should I have 

done instead? 

Recommended Resource: Read Chapter 8 of The Life You Always Wanted by 
John Ortberg. 

Source: The Way series home group material. 2019. Menlo Church (CA, USA) 

Main source: Sermon by Carey Nieuwhof at Menlo Church (CA, USA) on 27 
October 2019 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS  
Week 7 - MOVE OUT: 

 

 
Monday: God’s Generosity to Us 

Psalm 24:1 (NIV): The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all 

who live in it. 

We have the privilege and 
opportunity to use some of God’s 
resources to meet our needs, but 
they don’t belong to us. In 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18, God reminds 
us that we can’t claim that our hard 
work or talent produced what we 
have, because even the basic ability 
to produce wealth or resources 
comes as a gift from God. However, 
we also need to remember that He 
encourages us not to put our hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 
“….. hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” (1 Timothy 6:17 NIV). 
God is gracious to give us not only what we need for sustenance, but to 
provide for the enjoyment of life.  

There is a misconception among many, that if you become a Christian, 
God will take everything away from you and make your life miserable. 
But God demonstrated that He is for us by having given up His only Son 
on our behalf. Jesus came down from His heavenly existence to become 
a human being, to live on our planet as one of us and, in the most 
profound demonstration of God’s generosity to us, to save us from our 
sins. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%2024.1
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Our generosity, then, is a response to God’s abundant generosity toward 
us. When we are generous, our lives reflect the heart of God. God uses 
our generosity to express his own generosity, as He channels his 
resources through us to bless others. Every act of generosity that you 
offer someone, ultimately points them to God’s generosity. 

Question: How can I reflect God’s generosity towards me in the way I 
go about my daily life? 

Prayer: Lord God, all that I am and all that I have comes from you; help 
me to hold less closely to the things of this world, and open my eyes to 
your grace and love so that I may fully trust in your generous provision. 
Amen.  

 

Tuesday: What God’s Generosity Means to Us 

John 6:11-13 (NIV) 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 

those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.12 When 
they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left 
over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

One of the principal attributes of God’s nature and His love is its 
generosity or abundance. The five thousand people in the crowd were 
not just kept from starvation – they were generously provided for! The 
abundance was sufficient to be gathered up and put to good use so that 
none of that blessing would be wasted. 

Through this story, the desire to be like Jesus in spirit – to have the 
same attitude and longing to give – is awakened. This includes the 
offering of our time, attention, resources, forgiveness (if there is 
something to forgive) and generously. There is nothing beautiful or 
divine about grudging, heartless giving. True forgiveness, for example, is 
from the heart and is able to bless and love the offender. This is the 
generosity that God offers to us. Like the twelve baskets left over, there 
is more than enough, and to spare. 

Such giving creates a blessing over the people with whom we have 
contact. This in turn has an effect on the people they encounter in their 
daily lives. Stinginess, meanness, and heartlessness are the opposite of 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%206.11-13


God’s nature. Generosity and a desire to give of ourselves and bless 
others are characteristics that belong to a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Question: Is there someone specific out there who needs my 
demonstration of God’s unending generosity? 

 

Prayer: Lord, we praise and thank You for all that You are. We thank 
You for your generosity. Because of You we are living in love, joy, and 
abundance – not only materially – but filled with  spiritual blessings and 
wisdom that can only come from You. Amen 

 

Wednesday: Generosity – To Keep our Wellbeing, we have to give 
Away our Treasures 

Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)  
Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 

When you hear the word philanthropy what image comes to mind? For 
many people, it is the image of older people who are able to write large 
cheques, attend black-tie fundraising galas and travel around the world, 
funding orphanages and giving their names to important causes. The 
names of people such as Bill Gates and Oprah Winfrey come to mind.  

We often have differing associations with the idea of sharing wealth, yet 
the word philanthropy derives from the Greek word Philanthropos, which 
means “humanity, benevolence or the loving of humankind”. It is not just 
the “loving of humankind” by the donation of R1 million. I think that 
President Theodore Roosevelt of the United States, with his conviction 
that Philanthropy is “you and me doing what we can, with what we 
have,” summed up its real meaning. Philanthropy is taking action for the 
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greater good. It is, in effect, each and every one of us contributing our 
time, our talents and our financial resources to make a difference.  

Questions: What do I consider as the “treasures” most important to me 
and taking these treasures into account, is there an act of generosity I 
need to express today? 

Prayer: “Heavenly Father, help me to put you first in all things and seek 
first the kingdom of God, rather than earthly treasures. Lord Jesus, thank 
you for so extravagantly lavishing on me the good gifts of your heavenly 
kingdom.” Amen 

 

 

 

Thursday: Generosity: To Keep our Focus, we have to give away 
our Faith 

Matthew 4; 19 - 20 (NIV) 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 

to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

Helping to spread the Gospel is a 
result of our faith in Christ. Jesus told 
His disciples after His resurrection two 
things. The first He said was, "Go and 
make disciples." What that meant was, 
"Go and teach people how to live into 
the lifestyle of Jesus." The second 
thing He said was, "You will be my 
witnesses."  

One of the best ways to share your faith is to live a godly life. Non-
Christians often look at Christians as hypocritical because we say one 
thing but do another. Show those close to you that you care—spend 
generous amounts of time with them, help them meet their needs and 
offer to listen when they have problems. You might not be able to 
answer all of their questions, but they can’t deny the reality of what 
Christ has done in your life. 



At the same time, we must do more than just live godly lives. People 
need to hear the Gospel—to hear that God loves them, Christ died for 
them so that they can have eternal life. Romans 10:13-14 says, 
“‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ How, then, 
can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them?” 

Being passionate about Christ will help others see that there’s 
something different about you, and they will want to know what it is. 
Remember, you should reflect Christ through kind words, patience, a 
gentle temperament, choosing to love even difficult people, carefully 
monitoring what you watch or listen to, and treating others with respect. 

Question: Do I use the opportunities that may present themselves in my 
daily comings and goings to be a positive witness for Christ? 

Prayer: Dear Lord and Heavenly Father, we pray that you will open 
doors in all areas of our lives. Please pave the way for the conversations 
we will have. We pray that you would open doors in our workplaces, 
schools, leisure activities, and our relationships. Make us aware of 
opportunities to bear witness to the greatness, the glory, and the 
goodness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
AMEN 

 

 

Friday: Generosity: To Keep our Joy, we have to give away our 
Outcomes. 

2 Corinthians 9:6 - 8 (NIV)  6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you 
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

As we consider the idea of giving things away in our lives, it is easy to 
get lost in trying to make sure that you get the outcome that you were 
expecting, especially when we have come to the conclusion that being 
generous is good for you. In our sinful hearts, we can easily find a 
selfish twist in that call to give something away, but the true joy of giving 
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of ourselves has nothing to do with the outcomes; it has everything to 
do with the act. 

The message of this passage is that the motive behind the act is more 
important than the act itself. Yes, God may give us the opportunity to be 
a part of the way He's reaching someone else. In all likelihood, He 
definitely will, but we must remember that we don’t help others for what 
we are going to get out of it. We just give of ourselves out of joy, and in 
accordance with God’s generosity towards us. 

Sometimes we become so overwhelmed by all we “possibly could do”, 
that we fail to do anything. God gives us the ability to keep our joy, to 
keep our focus, and to keep our “real treasure” by giving it away. In 
small and big ways we devote ourselves to a generous way of living, 
and it reflects our abundant and generous God. We have a certain hope 
in God because God does not fluctuate like the stock market, or the 
current political climate, or your “organisational” chart. God is steady 
and stable and abundant, and His generosity provides for us over and 
over again. He keeps giving to us so that we can keep giving away. 

Question: Do I have “ulterior motives,” or perhaps some “desired 
outcome” when showing “God directed generosity” towards others? 

Prayer: Lord help me to unreservedly show Your love to others through 
generous giving, without any thought as to the outcome to myself. Your 
generosity towards me knows no bounds and please help me to 
demonstrate similar unconditional love and generosity to those whom 
you have put into my path, by my being willing to contribute my time, 
talents and financial resources to make a difference for you. 
AMEN 

  



Home Group Material 
 
Week 7 - MOVE OUT: 

Main Idea: To carry the Good News to others in response to what God has 

already done for me 

 

: 
HOW DOES THE TOPIC RELATE TO US?                                             

Choose one or two questions to get the discussion started. 

1.  Tell the group about an act of service (big or small!) that you did this 
past week. 

2. Describe a time when you received more than you gave. 

3. Share a time when you were blessed by someone giving their time, 
talent, or treasure for you. 

4. What are your unique gifts and talents? (If the group knows each 
other well, ask group members to name the gifts and talents of other 
group members.) 

 

:  
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH US?                                                   

Read the following two passages considering the idea of giving back. 

Genesis 12:2-3 [The Lord said to Abram] “I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.”  

Galatians 3:14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham 

might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit. 

 



45 
 

1. Restate the terms of God’s blessing of Abraham in your own words. 

2. How have “all peoples on earth” been blessed through Abraham? 

3. How have you personally experienced the blessing that God first extended to Abraham? 

 
Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you.”   

1. According to Jesus, what are the implications for giving? 

2. How have you seen this reciprocity from your giving or others’ giving? 

3. How do you feel when you give and there is no apparent return? 

4. What “measure” are you using to give? Why? 

 

: 
HOW CAN THIS CHANGE OUR LIVES? 

1. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being “extravagant” and 1 being 
“stingy”, what part of the scale best describes your giving habits? 

2. Giving can take different forms – time, talent, and treasure. What do 
you have to give? 

3. What criteria do you use for giving and how did you arrive at those 
guidelines? 

4. What need comes to mind that you could give to this week? 

 

: 

Develop a plan for generosity with your time, talent, and treasure. 

 

: 

Take a few minutes to have everyone in the group identify one place in 
their life where they need help in being more generous.  Ask for 2 to 3 
volunteers to pray for the group. 



ADDITIONAL STUDY  
(Should you feel that this is appropriate) 

1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.  

1. What spiritual gift have you received? How can you use your gift(s) to 
extend God’s grace to others?  

 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

2. What is our purpose and how long as this been the case? 
3. What is the encouragement/assurance that is built-in to this verse? 

 

Hebrews 13:16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with 

such sacrifices God is pleased. 

4. Why might you forget to do good and to share with others? How can 
you constantly keep on “sharing and doing good”? 

 

Source: The Way series home group material. 2019. Menlo Church (CA, USA) 


