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Week 4

The Lost Parables
MONDAY – “I’ve Found My Lost Sheep!”
Luke 15: 3-7 So He spoke this parable to them saying: “What man
of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is
lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep which was lost!’ I say to you that likewise there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
just persons who need no repentance.”

It may seem foolish for the shepherd to leave ninety-nine sheep to
go search for just one. But the shepherd knew that the ninety-nine
would be safe in the sheep fold, whereas the lost sheep was in
danger. Because each sheep was of high value, the shepherd
knew that it was worthwhile to search diligently for the lost one.
God’s love for the individual is so great that He seeks out each one
and rejoices when he or she is found. Jesus associated with
sinners because He wanted to bring the lost sheep – people
considered beyond hope – the Good News of God’s Kingdom.
We may be able to understand a God who would forgive sinners
who come to Him for mercy. But a God who tenderly searches for
sinners and then joyfully forgives them must possess an
extraordinary love!



Do you know of somebody that needs to be found again?
If so, will you help Jesus find him/her?

Prayer: Dear Jesus, help me to always try to remain in Your fold.
Thank you that You will always come looking for me if I ever
wander away from you. AMEN

TUESDAY – “I’ve found my lost coin!”
Luke 15: 8-10 Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses
one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully
until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls her friends and
neighbours together, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the
piece which I lost!” Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.

Palestinian women received 10 silver coins as a wedding gift.
Besides their monetary value, these coins held sentimental value
like that of a wedding ring, and to lose one would be extremely
stressful to her.
Just as a woman would rejoice at finding her lost coin, so the
angels rejoice over a repentant sinner. Each individual is precious
to God. He grieves over every loss and rejoices whenever one of
His children is found and brought into the Kingdom.


Who are your “coins,” the people you value enough to go
out of your way to reach out and touch? Is there someone in
your sphere of influence you particularly sense Jesus calling
you to “seek and find”? Ask God to give you a heart that
sees the world as He does; that refuses to limit love only to
notable or “perfect” people.



Think of a time when you joined in celebrating good news
for a family member or friend. What was the cause, and
what was the celebration like? Have you ever been part of
celebrating that someone you care about has “changed both
heart and life”? What are your inner feelings if it’s someone
you don’t like very much who makes such a change?

Prayer: Gracious God, You came in the person of Jesus to seek
and save the lost. Come into me each day to touch lives You are
still seeking. AMEN

WEDNESDAY – “I’ve lost my son!”
Luke 15: 17-19 When he finally came to his senses, he said to
himself, ‘At home, even the hired servants have food enough to spare,
and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home to my father and say,
‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no
longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired
servant.”

The younger son, like many who are rebellious and immature,
wanted to be free to live as he pleased, and he had to hit rock
bottom before he came to his senses. It often takes great sorrow
and tragedy to cause people to turn to the only One who can help
them – Jesus.
In the two preceding stories, the seeker actively looked for the
sheep and the coin, which could not return by themselves. In this
story the father watched and waited. He was dealing with a human
being with a will of his own, but he was ready to greet his son if he
returned. In the same way, God’s love is constant and patient and
welcoming. He will search for us and give us opportunities to
respond, but he will not force us to come to him. Like the father in
this story, God waits patiently for us to come to our senses.


This is one of Jesus’ great pictures of what God is truly like.
Do you picture God high up, intimidating, looking down on
you sternly? Or do you see Him as a loving parent always
eager to run to you and throw His arms around you?

Prayer: Lord God, sometimes I’m careless, sometimes I’m
stubborn. Keep bringing me “to my senses,” making me willing to
come home to You, again and again. AMEN.

THURSDAY – “I’ve nearly lost my other son!”
Luke 15: 25-27 Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields
working. When he returned home, he heard the music and dancing
in the house, and asked one of the servants what was going on.
“Your brother is back,” he was told, “And your father has killed the
fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.

In this story of the lost son, the father’s response is contrasted
with the older brother’s. The father forgave because he was filled
with love. The son refused to forgive because he was bitter. His
resentment rendered him just as lost to the father as his younger
brother had been.
In Jesus’ story, the older brother represents the Pharisees, who
were angry and resentful that sinners were being welcomed into
God’s Kingdom. “After all,” the Pharisees must have thought,
“we have sacrificed and done so much for God.” How easy is it to
resent God’s gracious forgiveness of others whom we consider to
be far worse sinners than ourselves. But if our selfrighteousness gets in the way of rejoicing when others come to
Jesus, we are no better than the Pharisees.


The servant in the story said, “Your brother has arrived.”
When the father came out to him, the older son said, “This
son of yours returned.” The father shifted the relationship
back: “This brother of yours,” he said. In your imagination,
argue the older brother’s case: why was it wrong to
welcome the younger one home? In what ways was the
“good” brother’s reaction out of harmony with the father’s
wishes?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to “enter in” to the joy of Your
Kingdom, and celebrate what You are doing in other people’s lives.
Move me from a “tit for tat” existence to an exuberant, abundant
life of thanksgiving. AMEN.

FRIDAY – “The good shepherd lays down his life”
Ezekiel 34: 11-16 For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will
search for My sheep and seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his
flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My
sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered
on a cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them to their own
land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and all
the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them in good pasture,
and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall
lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of
Israel. I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down,” says the
Lord God. I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven
away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will
destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in judgement.”

Ezekiel portrayed God as a good shepherd who would “seek out
the lost, bring back the strays, bind up the wounded, and
strengthen the weak.” John’s gospel completed the story. God
came to earth in the person of Jesus, and as promised reached out
to the lost and the strays, bound up our wounds and took special
interest in the weak. He didn’t just talk about that—he actually did it
(e.g. John 8: 2-11). He was the Good Shepherd, and in the end, he
did indeed give up his life for the sheep—us.


Reflect on the three stories Jesus told—the shepherd
seeking the lost sheep, the woman sweeping and searching
for the lost coin, the father running to greet the lost son who
had come home. In what ways can these stories deepen
and enrich your inner sense of how much God loves you?
Had you ever pictured that, every time you move closer to
God, a party breaks out in heaven—that you are that
important to God?



How can trusting that God who loves you in this profound,
relentless way give you a solid foundation for living “life to
the fullest?”

Prayer: Lord, You are everything to me. Thank You that I can

walk each moment with You and not have to figure life out on my
own. AMEN
THE QU
Stories of Life and Hope: Jesus seeks to bring you home.

Week 4

The Lost Parables
Home Group Material

Introduction
Have you ever been all alone and lost? Not knowing where you
are and desperate to find your way back to anything familiar?
Please share with the group and tell how you were rescued.
Discussion
Read Ezekiel 34: 1-2 and Luke 15
Ezekiel prophesized during Israel’s exile in Babylon (some 550
years before Christ). Through him, God said Israel’s self-absorbed
spiritual leaders had failed, being indifferent to what happened to
their people. Jesus found leaders like that opposing Him. When He
reached out to sinners and outcasts, they grumbled about it,
showing that they didn’t care about those people either. He told
them a challenging trilogy of parables in Luke 15.





What do you think life in God’s Kingdom ought to look like?
The Pharisees and legal experts believed God looked down
on “those people” who didn’t act just right, so they thought
they ought to snub them, too. But Jesus acted as though
God deeply loved all people.
Did what you learned early in life about God and “church”
agree more with the Pharisees, or with Jesus?
How comfortable are you with loving today’s “tax collectors
and sinners” (including, perhaps, yourself), both inside and
outside the church?

Read Luke 15: 3-7

Probably echoing the image from Ezekiel 34, the first story was
about a shepherd who lost one sheep from his flock. Unlike the
leaders listening to Jesus, this shepherd was not at all indifferent to
the loss. He dropped everything, searched until he found the lost
sheep—and then threw a party to celebrate finding it.


When have you been like the lost sheep, not sure how to
find your way home? What “shepherd(s)” has God used to
find you and bring you home?

Have you ever wondered why Jesus spoke of “ninety-nine
righteous people who have no need to change their hearts and
lives”? He clearly didn’t mean that the Pharisees and legal experts
criticizing him had no need to change. His ironic words pointed out
that they didn’t realize they needed to change. Truth is, we all need
to keep growing in God’s kingdom.


In what areas of your life is God inviting and challenging you
today to change and grow?
Read Luke 15: 8-10

In her dimly-lit peasant home, with a straw-covered floor, the
woman searched carefully until she found the coin. Jesus ended
this parable by saying again, “Joy breaks out in the presence of
God’s angels over one sinner who changes both heart and life.”



Have you ever been part of celebrating that someone you
care about has “changed both heart and life”?
What are your inner feelings if it’s someone you don’t like
very much who makes such a change?

Read Luke 15: 11-31

Losing a sheep or a silver coin was costly. Finding either, was
cause for joy. But what is to be made of a son who chose to be
“lost”? Jesus’ story vividly pictured the naive young man rashly
using up his resources. Then he finally “came to his senses” (verse
17). And his father was watching for his return: “While he was still a
long way off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion.”
The father’s extravagant love embraced him with robe, ring,
sandals and the fattened calf, saying, “This son of mine...was lost
and is found!”


In our culture, we expect children to “grow up and leave
home.” In the culture of Jesus’ day, this was a story of
shameful behaviour, “with the younger son abandoning his
obligation to care for his father in his old age.”



Have you had times when you were like the younger son in
Jesus’ story, eager to leave the constraints of your faith or
life behind? What, if anything, helped you to come to your
senses and turn homeward?

Prayer: Lord God, sometimes I’m careless, sometimes I’m
stubborn. Keep bringing me “to my senses,” making me willing to
come home to You, again and again. AMEN.

Week 5

Did you remember to R S V P ?

MONDAY – An Invitation
The Parable of the Great Banquet Luke 14: 12-14
He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner
or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your
relatives or rich neighbours, lest they also invite you in return and you
be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay
you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

Receiving an invitation is always
exciting, but have you ever had to
help prepare a guest list for some big
event – a wedding, or a large party?
How did you feel about including
some of the ‘wrong people’, those
whose manners were not like yours,
those whose dress or behaviour may
embarrass you?
Jesus reminds us to be an inclusive people, to invite the outsiders,
not those who will increase our prestige or upgrade our social
status. He suggests that we invite the people who are unable to
repay us and reminds us that His kingdom is one in which the high
will be brought low and the low elevated. All can stand before God
on the same footing – humbled by our need and raised by God’s
overflowing generosity and grace.
Thought for the day: How inclusive are you in your relationships?
Prayer: Father God, help me to remember that all are precious in
Your eyes and to treat everyone with respect and dignity. AMEN

TUESDAY – So many excuses
Luke 14: 15-20 When one of those who reclined at table with Him
heard these things, He said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat
bread in the kingdom of God!” But He said to him, “A man once gave a
great banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he
sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for
everything is now ready.’ They all alike began to make excuses. The
first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it.
Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke
of oxen, and I must go to examine them. Please have me
excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.

Has there been a time in
your life when you have
offered God excuses
rather than accepting His
invitation to live in a
loving relationship with
Him? Is there some area
of your life right now in
which you are tempted to
offer excuses rather than deepening your spiritual experience?
Thought for the day: How often do you allow the urgent to crowd
out the important things in your life, such as making time to simply
be with God?
Prayer: God, when I fall short of Your ideal (and I do), help me not
to hide behind flimsy excuses. Teach me to trust Your love enough
to honestly face the things that come between me and the life You
offer me. AMEN

WEDNESDAY – The response
Luke 14: 21-24 So the servant came and reported these things to
his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to
his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and
bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ And the servant
said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is
room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways
and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be
filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste
my banquet.’”

What would you do if you were
faced with a situation such as this?
Would you give up and cancel the
event? Not the host in the story
Jesus told. He sent the servant out
with instructions to go out and fetch
all the poor, crippled, blind and
lame. The servant returned to tell
the host that there was still room.
This is a picture of God’s kingdom,
there is always “still room”. The people at the bottom of the social
scale were invited and got to enjoy the great feast. Jesus calls us
to share the kingdom invitation wherever we may find ourselves
and with whomever we can.
Thought for the day: Are there social barriers that keep you from
sharing God’s good news?
Prayer: As I have accepted Your invitation to life in Christ, make
me a channel of Your good news to others. AMEN

THURSDAY – Open to all – but respect the host
Matthew 22: 7-14 The king was enraged. He sent his army and
destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his
servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not
deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet
anyone you find.’ So the servants went out into the streets and
gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good,
and the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came
in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding
clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. “Then the king told the
attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ “For
many are invited, but few are chosen.”

The king in this story seems harsh but Jesus’
lesson was not to teach about God, but this was
rather about the invited guests who snubbed the
feast or showed disrespect for the host. The
“wedding clothes” represent a fruitful life lived in
obedience to God’s will. As you respond to
God’s invitation to be part of the great kingdom
feast, how “well-dressed” are you? Are there areas of life where
you show up in the equivalent of ragged clothing?
Thought for the day: Colossians 3: 12-14 (The Message) So,
chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for
you; compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even
tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense .

Prayer: God You have given me gifts and talents. Help me to
recognise them and to use them for Your Kingdom work. AMEN

FRIDAY – God’s rich feast of salvation
Isaiah 25: 6-10 But here on this mountain, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
will throw a feast for all the people of the world, a feast of the finest
foods, a feast with vintage wines, a feast of seven courses, a feast
lavish with gourmet desserts. And here on this mountain, GOD will
banish the pall of doom hanging over all peoples, the shadow of doom
darkening all nations.
Yes, He’ll banish death forever. And GOD will wipe the tears from every
face. He’ll remove every sign of disgrace from His people, wherever
they are. Yes! GOD says so! Also at that time, people will say, “Look at
what’s happened! This is our God! We waited for Him and He showed
up and saved us! This GOD, the one we waited for! Let’s celebrate,
sing the joys of His salvation. GOD’s hand rests on this mountain!”

God’s promise to Abraham was that “all the
families of the earth will be blessed because of
you”. The prophet Isaiah said that when God
was victorious. He would prepare a ‘rich feast’
which was how rulers marked victories. Israel’s
religious leaders had missed the crucial part of this vision. They
failed to understand that God’s banquet would be for ‘all people’,
‘all nations’, ‘the whole earth’. What tempts you to limit your vision
of God’s banquet to just your own church, nation or ethnic group?
How does your heart respond to God’s expansive vision?
Thought for the day: God will wipe away all tears – where in your
life is that promise particularly meaningful for you?
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, keep me mindful that through Your death
and resurrection You have assured me of my place in Your
Kingdom. Help me to live as a citizen of that kingdom all through
this day. AMEN
Stories of Life and Hope: God’s banquet is for you!

Week 5

Did you remember to R S V P ?
Home Group Material

Matthew 21: 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard
Jesus' parables, they knew He was talking about them.

Matthew 22: 1-6 The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of
heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He
sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell
them to come, but they refused to come. “Then he sent some more
servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to
his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed
them.

 The following questions
are designed to promote
discussion, choose those
which are suitable for your
group.
Just before this passage, on the Monday before His crucifixion,
Jesus told a story about tenant farmers who killed the vineyard
owner’s son. Then he switched to the image of a wedding party,
but the underlying message was the same. He told the story of the
guests who did not just refuse the invitation but abused and killed
the servants sent to them.



Some people still respond to God’s Kingdom invitation not
just with indifference, but with active hostility. What do you
think triggers this response?
The Pharisees feared the crowds who followed Jesus, they
acted not by principle but by their desire to maintain a

public image. Is there an area of your life where you “fear
the crowds” too much to act authentically?
Matthew 22: 11-13 “But when the king came in to see the guests,
he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. He
asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The
man was speechless. “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand
and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Jesus wasn’t teaching about how we should dress for weddings.
The wedding clothes represent a fruitful life lived in obedience to
God’s will.


This parable asks the hearers (you and me) “how are you
responding to God’s invitation?

Luke 14: 7-11 When he noticed how the guests picked the places
of honour at the table, he told them this parable: “When someone
invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a
person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the
host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this
person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least
important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so
that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a
better place.’ Then you will be honoured in the presence of all the
other guests. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”





Have you ever known (or maybe even been) a person like
the ones Jesus noticed who always picked the best seat at
the table? What is the difference between healthy
assertiveness and the kind of self-promotion that Jesus
warned against?
Many of the first Jewish Christians could not grasp God’s
great design for the entire world. In what ways can you
make sure that people to whom you may feel superior are
welcomed into God’s family?

Luke 14: 18-20 But they, all alike began to make excuses. The first
said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please
have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ And another
said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.




What lessons can we learn from those who made flimsy
excuses when invited to attend the banquet?
In what area of your life are you making excuses to God?
Why do we feel the need to make excuses – would it not be
better to be totally honest with God?
Luke 14: 21-23 Then the master of the house became angry and
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city
and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ And the servant
said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is
room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and
hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.

This parable is not about “those poor people who are not like us”. It
is about us!! We all come to God’s banquet as people who are
spiritually poor, crippled, blind and lame – people who need God’s
grace.





Are you able to recognize the degree to which you need
God’s grace and mercy?
CS Lewis says the following “A proud man is always looking
down on things and people; and of course, as long as you
are looking down, you can’t see something that’s above
you.”
Give thanks to God for his gracious invitation to us to join
His banquet, regardless of our backgrounds, struggles and
difficulties.

Close in Prayer

Week 6

The real thief that comes in the night
MONDAY – What’s Truly Important
Revelation 16: 15 "Look*, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who
stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be
shamefully exposed.'". [* Also translated as ‘Behold!’. i.e. this is an
instruction, “Take note!”]

Matthew 24: 43 “But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept
watch and would not have let his house be broken into.

The message of Scripture is clear: “Watch out!. This is a warning.
You might think you have your life all worked out, but you need to
be prepared for the unexpected”. But this warning is for people
whose faith in Jesus Christ is not clear. Too many of us think that
we can rely on our insurance policies and bank accounts. But is
that what life all about? We can too easily get caught up with
“living” to understand what’s really important.
One of the world’s most ‘successful’ self-made men had this to say
when diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, and was advised to “get
his affairs in order”: Almost everything—all external expectations,
all pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure—these things just fall
away in the face of death, leaving only what is truly important.
(Steve Jobs (co-founder of Apple Inc.) speaking at Stanford
University, 2005). Jobs was not a Christian, but his words of
wisdom are worth listening to. We, who have God’s word to guide
us, should have no excuse for missing what’s vitally important.
Prayer: Lord God, I know that death is an inevitable part of life,
and that as Your child, it is not something I should be afraid of. But
I am afraid because of the unknown. Show me that, because of
Jesus’ death on the cross, I can know that I have life eternal in Him
and be able to face death without fear. That’s what is truly
important. AMEN

TUESDAY – Leaving a Legacy
John 14: 1-6 Jesus said “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in
God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not
so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with Me
that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am
going. Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where You are going, so how
can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”

[This note follows on from yesterday’s comments]. I have been present

at memorial services a number of times in the past couple of years
when the story associated with the departed person was “I did it
my way”. Frank Sinatra’s famous song was played more than once
during the ceremony, indicating that here was a man who imagined
that he lived his life without much allegiance to God!
Or did it? Deep down in all of us is the eternal question which
asks: “What’s this life all about?” and “Where am I going?”. Like
Jesus’ disciples, we all want to know. Jesus’ answer to Thomas’
question was “Just follow me”, and that implied complete trust.
Many would like to be assured that we have some level of control
beyond the grave, and resist the idea that it’s really God who is in
control. As Christians, we receive Jesus’ promises with gratitude
and faith. It doesn’t mean that we do not take precautions or want
to leave a legacy for those who are left behind, but it does say that
life is more than “I did it my way”!
Matthew: 25: 1-5 At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five
of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their
lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took
oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

Now read the rest of the selection (verses 6-13).
 Am I ready to handle unexpected events?



What sort of legacy concerning my faith in Christ do I want
to leave behind?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, I want to follow where You go and
where You might send me. Because you are my Lord and Saviour,
I would like to be remembered as one of Your disciples. That’s
what is truly important. AMEN

WEDNESDAY – Insurance or Assurance?
1Thessalonians 5: 2-6 For you know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace
and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains
on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and
sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a
thief. You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not
belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like
others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober.

Insurance policies. When I left school, one of my friends started
work with a large organisation which sold insurance. He and I
discussed ways of looking after ourselves and our future families. I
bought insurance policies which promised to provide me with
enough money and security for my future as I imagined it.
Was I prepared for the events of my life that came to pass as I
grew older? Not quite. The policies were carefully worded that as
things changed, they were still valid. In today’s world, we refer to
“T’s & C’s”. So I realised that my school friend had not misled me
and the policies proved useful many years later. It was not a case
of having my attention distracted and me being caught unawares.
There was no guarantee or warranty that I could claim as being
unfair or false. That was insurance.
Today, when you buy a new item, you should be careful of the T’s
& C’s, or else you could get caught out like in the story of the

foolish virgins! Guarantees? But we do find ourselves
disappointed. Frequently, unfortunately!
Insurance or Assurance? Jesus’ promises do require us to
understand the T’s & C’s. These are straight forward. God doesn’t
change His mind about His promises. Assurance from our Father
means so much more than what we have come to expect from
today’s guarantees and warranties! The terms and conditions are
crystal clear and require our understanding and acceptance. And
obedience! But, that’s not all! We have a heavenly Father who is
also loving and forgiving and who knows that we will mess up.
So, when we hear Jesus calling “Come, follow me”, and we obey,
there is the ASSURANCE of the One who made the heavens and
the earth, and who put us here to honour Him. The guarantees are
impeccable!
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus. Thank you for calling me and accepting
me into Your family. Show me the way forward as I name and
know you as Saviour and Lord. Assure me of Your love and the
foretaste of glory as I live my life of faith on the earth. Blessed
Assurance, Jesus is mine! AMEN

THURSDAY – Left Behind?
1Thessalonians 4: 13-18. But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call
and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in
the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage
one another with these words.

References to “The Rapture” (Being caught up in the clouds to
meet The Lord in the air) were popularised in movies during the
70s: “The Thief in the Night” (1972) and “Left Behind” (latest
version 2014) focused on what happens to those who are not
saved when Jesus returns.
Matthew 24: 1-7 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this
happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the
age?” Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For
many will come in My name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will
deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to it
that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still
to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All
these are the beginning of birth pains.

Matthew 24: 36-42 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son but only the Father. As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For
in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took
them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.
Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the
other left. “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come.

We should not dismiss these prophetic statements, but seek to
understand the context and relevance to our world today.
Prayer: Jesus, we know that You are coming back, but no-one
knows when this will be! That is so exciting. Keep us from irrational
fears, but help us to be ready when that time comes. AMEN

FRIDAY – Self-Protection
Ephesians 6: 10-18 Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and
after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt
of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness
in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the
helmet of salvation and sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. And
pray in the Spirit on all occasions, with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

We can so easily be blindsided by “The Evil One” so that we fall
prey to his lies. Therefore, we need to have the protection of the
“Full Armour of God”. Let us remind ourselves of what this armour
is and how to use it.

 The Day of Evil will come. Stand your ground. Do not
compromise your faith in Christ.

 Belt of Truth buckled around your waist. The believer’s
integrity. It is integrity that holds everything else together. If
you do not have integrity in the big and small things of your life,
you are going to lose the battle

 Breastplate of Righteousness. The believer’s purity. For the
Christian, the breastplate is righteousness. Satan wants to get
into your heart and mind.

 The Shoes of Peace. The believer’s tranquillity. Satan wants
to destroy you with doubts and discouragement and cause you
to stumble.

 The Shield of Faith. The believer’s certainty. You will have
subtle doubts placed in your mind about God and His Truth.
You must feed your faith and starve your doubts.

 The Helmet of Salvation. The believer’s sanity. The most
important thing for you to have is your assurance of salvation.
Pray that this assurance does not waver.

 The Sword of the Spirit. The Word of God. Memorise
Scripture and use the Word of God to defeat Satan’s lies and
attacks.

Prayer: Almighty God. Thank You for giving us Your Holy Spirit to
arm us and protect us. We know that this “Evil One” will use all his
wiles and deceits to weaken us in our faith and witness for Jesus,
our Lord and Saviour. We also know that, armed with the full
armour of God, Satan is powerless against Your Truth. Thank you
for equipping us! AMEN

Week 6

The real thief that comes in the night
Home Group Material
Opening Discussion: What are the thieves in our lives today?
We are fixated on Fairness.
Read Matthew 20: 1-16 Parable of the workers in the
vineyard.
This parable is clearly not meant to be a business model. The
master would well know how many workers he needed for the day,
and would not hire them randomly throughout the day! In this
parable Jesus is painting a picture for us of an extravagantly loving
God. He is constantly searching for workers; giving everyone equal
reward. He gives eternal life to all – from life-long followers to late
arrivals.


When you read this parable do you see yourself as the
worker hired early in the morning or the last one hired?

The master is not being unfair – no-one was underpaid – it is
‘unreasonable generosity’.
 How does this change your view of the parable? Can you
really criticize someone for being over generous?
 In what ways have you experienced God’s abundant
generosity? Might some have thought this is too generous?
 What aspects of God’s generosity most encourages and
amazes you?
 If you are tending to side with the all-day workers in the
parable, then it could be said that you view God’s generosity
on a sliding scale. Those who have known Him the longest
should receive more, down to the newcomers who would
receive a fraction. Is this what you believe? Or does it shine



a light on the absurdity of the concept? Where does this
leave you?
What is the Thief of Unfairness taking away from you?

We are fixated on Comparison.
Read Luke 18: 9-14 Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector
Comparing ourselves to others has possibly become second
nature. Particularly with the advent of social media. Have you
noticed that you only see posts about what a good time people are
having or what amazing things they have achieved?
 Are you ever tempted to feel better than, or worse than
others? Perhaps this even applies within your group.
 Which character are you more often like: the Pharisee –
who looks down on others, or the tax collector – who has a
deep sense of the need for grace?
 How can God’s love and grace help you maintain a healthy
awareness of spiritual need, but avoid contempt for others
or even yourself?
 What kind of inner spirit was Jesus encouraging His
followers to have?
 What is the Thief of Comparison taking away from you?
If you have time take the discussion of thieves further:
– The thief of time
– The thief of love of money and things
– The thief of fear
– Choose some of the fears your group came up with.
In Closing: How do we, in practical terms, guard against these
thieves?
Pray for each other and the strength to withstand each’s “thief”.

Week 7

Good Risk
MONDAY – Who is my neighbour?
Luke 10: 25-27 NIV On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to
test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “What
is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” He answered, “‘Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’”

After these verses, the expert in the law went on to ask Jesus who
his neighbour was. Jesus’ response, with the parable of the Good
Samaritan, was radical. In stark contrast is Genesis 4. After Cain
kills his brother Abel, God asks Cain where his brother is. Cain
replies “Am I my brother’s keeper?” How much less can one love
their neighbour?
It is easier to feel like we are better than Cain. Most of us are
probably not guilty of murder. Most of us love those we are closest
to. But Jesus challenges us to widen our thinking about our
neighbours. Our neighbour is every living person we work with,
study with, pass by on the street, speak to on social media. It
includes all those people who we don’t have time for.
The introduction to the parable of the Good Samaritan gives us
pause to think: who am I not noticing that God wants me to notice?
Who am I avoiding that God wants me approach? Who do I look
down on that God wants me to kneel next to? Who does God want
me to share His love with? Will you risk asking these questions?
Prayer: Lord God, I want to live with my eyes wide open to see the
people that you need me to share your love with. AMEN

TUESDAY – Justifying Ourselves
Luke 10: 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbour?

Have you ever asked a question to appear smart? Or asked a
question to catch someone out? In social contexts, it is human
nature to want to appear better than or at least equal to others. In
our attempts to sound smart we can belittle the person we ask the
question to. We can make them feel small.
Sometimes, when we ask these questions, we are hoping to hear a
particular response that can justify ourselves, make us feel like we
are right or hold the moral high ground or demonstrate how smart
we are. We might not take time to listen properly to the response of
the other person, and only hear “what we want to hear”.
When we interact with our neighbours, we need to humble
ourselves and listen. A person may be struggling, going through a
hard time. It may be tempting to give quick advice or offer an easy
solution. But we will do well to take the time to understand what
they are really saying.
Jesus does not feel undermined by the expert in the law’s
question. Jesus has the wisdom to listen carefully and understand
what is behind the question. And He then speaks truth to the man.
Difficult truth that did not justify the expert but challenged him. But
did the expert listen?
When we listen to our neighbour, we take a risk. We may just hear
something that challenges us, disrupts us, or helps us understand
what they really need!
Prayer: Lord God, help me to listen to my neighbour. Help me to
understand how best I can show them your love. AMEN

WEDNESDAY – Walking By
Luke 10: 30 & 31 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half
dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when
he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.

Let’s be realistic. In South Africa, there is a strong argument for not
stopping when you see someone who appears to be in need. We
are never sure if they are genuine or trying to lure in an
unsuspecting victim.
But…
There are plenty of scenarios where we know a person needs help.
These might be on the side of the road, or it may be someone we
know who is ill, bereaved, going through financial trouble, or any
other life struggle.
The trouble is, our lives are busy. We only have so much time in
the day. We all have responsibilities. The cost of “stopping to help”
can seem too large. Certainly, we can’t always stop and help. But
equally, we can’t never stop.
We find it shocking that a priest, of all people, didn’t stop to help
the man. But we need to recognise that we walk by more often
than not. We and the priest suffer from the same affliction. But God
calls us to love our neighbour. He doesn’t give details on when or
how much! He just says: love your neighbour. Will you look out for
an opportunity to take the risk to stop and help. At least once.
Prayer: God help me to have the discernment to know when I can
bring your love to someone I see who is in need. AMEN

THURSDAY – When Your Neighbour Is Your Enemy
Matthew 5: 43-45a “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your
Father in heaven.

In this passage, Jesus ups the neighbour ante. Our neighbour
includes the people we don’t want to be around. The people who
have hurt us. It is no longer just about helping those in distress. It
is about showing God’s love to the people we most despise. Why
would Jesus do this to us?
It is interesting that Jesus ends off by saying “that you may be
children of your Father in heaven”. He is suggesting that it is not
just a good idea to love our enemies but integrated into the very
idea of loving the Father. How can we love the Father but hate his
children?
Perhaps this is the hardest part of the Christian journey. It is easy
to receive grace but difficult to give grace. And yet Jesus is
unambiguous in His command. He wants us to get out of our
comfort zone and share His love with those we dislike the most.
Yesterday the challenge was to “stop and help” at least once.
Today, God calls us to “forgive and love” someone we feel doesn’t
deserve it. It is a risk for sure, but what do you have to lose?

Prayer: Lord God, this is hard. But I am so grateful for Your grace
in my life and I want share it with all people, including those who
have hurt me. Help me to know where to start. AMEN

FRIDAY – Finding Freedom
Galatians 5: 13 & 14 You, my brothers and sisters, were called
to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather,
serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”

For the apostle Paul, there was no other law needed other than to
“love others”. If you have taken this week’s devotions seriously, it
probably hasn’t been easy. But perhaps you have found
opportunities to truly love your neighbour. If you have, how has that
made you feel? Did you wish you hadn’t taken the risk? Or was it
worth it?
It is no coincidence that Paul juxtaposes freedom with love of
neighbour. Selfish living destroys our freedom. Loving others is the
antidote to selfishness!
We did not receive grace to continue to avoid those in need, to
hold grudges, to live for ourselves. Some believe grace provides us
a ticket to heaven. It would be more accurate to say that grace
provides us with the freedom to make heaven real on earth today.
Grace begets grace. At least that was God’s plan. Grace is not
meant just for you. It is meant to overflow out of you and onto
every person you meet.
The Christian life comes alive when we share the hope we have
within us with the world. We don’t need a megaphone to do this,
only a desire to shine light in the lives of everyone we meet. You
may have decided to love God, but have you committed to loving
others?
Prayer: Lord, let my life be an overflow of Your love and grace.
Help me to show no prejudice in whom I share Your love with. Help
me to make You real in the lives of the people I cross paths with
every day. AMEN

Week 7

Good Risk
Home Group Material
Open in prayer


How have high walls and security systems changed the way
we interact with our actual neighbours today?

Read Luke 10: 25-37


Who were the characters in passage (both in the
introduction and the parable itself)?



What role does each character play in the story? What do
we learn about them? What do they experience? What do
they learn?



Do you identify with one of the characters? Explain.

Luke’s writings (this gospel and Acts) are generally believed to
have been written to a Greek, gentile audience. The Romans were
still dominant in the region. Christians were viewed at the time as
radicals, possibly responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem.
Much of Luke’s writings seem to teach how Christians can be good
citizens in the Roman Empire.



Given the above context of the readers of Luke’s gospel,
why do you think Luke wrote about this event and parable?
What message did it convey to the original readers?



Reflecting on the above discussions, what message do you
think the passage and parable bring to us today? Is there

anything about our context today that changes the way we
understand this message?


How is God using this well-known parable to challenge you
today?

Close in prayer by asking God to help you as a group to
understand how he wants you to be “good Samaritans” in your
world today.

Thanks to Church of the Resurrection for the use of this material.

